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DUPLICATIVE PRECOGNITION 


BY RENE SUDRE 
Editor, Revue Métapsychique, Paris 


We have already stressed the importance of Soal’s recent report, 
from the viewpoint of the light it throws upon mediumistic imperson- 
ation of living or fictitious persons. The Soal report is equally 
important from another viewpoint: that of precognition of the future. 
Let us recall briefly the facts. In the séances of January 4th. and 
Ith., 1922, Mrs. Blanche Cooper gave out a representation as dead of 
oe Gordon Davis, who had been a childhood playmate of the sitter, 
Soal. As much through this personification as through the medium’s 
regular “ guide,” there was presented detailed information about the 
house in which the Davis entity said he had lived prior to his death. 


Without being able to indicate the locality [in geographical terms], 
the communicator spoke of : 


“A funny dark tunnel 





five or six steps and a half on the front 
of the house—inside, a very large mirror and lots of pictures, being 
scenes of glorious mountains and the sea—one picture with a road or 
something seeming to go between two hills—some vases, very big ones, 
with funny tops and saucers, but not to drink out of—a woman very 
fond of flowers and a boy—two funny brass candlesticks on a shelf, 
downstairs—something right in front of the house; not a veranda, 
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something that is not in front of the other houses—house situated in 
half a street, the letter E—something about a black dickie-bird on 
the piano.” 

Inquiry carried out in April, 1925, by Soal established that Gordon 
Davis is still living; and that, at the date of this séance, he had not 
yet gone into residence in the house described by the medium. He had 
leased it, but had not concluded all the details of moving in. Neverthe 
less the description was exact, not alone for the outside of the house, 
with the tunnel and steps and veranda; not alone for the letter E in the 
name, East Esplanade, of the street where it was located; but likewise 
for the interior arrangements which were yet to be made. The impos- 
sibility of regarding the incident as due to a transference of thought 
between Davis and Mrs. Cooper appears clearly on analysis of the facts, 
On January 9th. Davis had no slightest notion of mounting the “ black 
dickie-bird ” (a kingfisher) on the piano; and at this date he had no 
intention of placing the two copper candlesticks “on a shelf down- 
stairs.” Indeed, at this date, his and Mrs. Davis’s sole concern about 
the house had to do with getting it clean; for the previous and very 
filthy tenants were still in it. But what follows is even better: for 
while the candlestick and the vases and the saucers and the kingfisher 
and even the picture showing the road between two little hills were all 
at that time in Davis’s possession, two of the other pictures visualized 
were not even in existence at the time. These two were ordered from 
the artist Fred Whistock two years later, and only painted in the 
summer of 1924. The whole idea of giving Whistock this commission 
was quite foreign to Davis’s thoughts in 1922; indeed, he says, he had 
no particular flair for marines, his taste at the time running wholly 
toward water-colors. 


From all these data, Soal has concluded that Mrs. Cooper’s pre- 
visions while in the hypnotic state cannot possibly be laid to conscious 


or subconscious knowledge existing in Davis’s mind, or in that of any 
other person living on January 9th., 1922. When the report was read 
before the S. P. R., Dr. Woolley suggested that the prevision should 
be regarded as having to do not with Davis but with Soal himself: that 
the psychic had got through him this vision which was to be realized 
three years later. But this explanation is deficient, as Soal showed in 
his comment thereon; and in any event, it would be a mere matter of 
words, not giving us the slightest notion how the psychic could see & 
thing which as yet does not exist. Whether coming through Davis 
or through Soal, supernormal cognition of this character is in no least 
degree the less incomprehensible to common sense and to the general 
philosophic principles that have prevailed since the time of the Greeks. 
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Before discussing the explanation suggested by Soal himself, it will 
be well to put in evidence one of the most remarkable categories of 
cognition of the future—that which we know as “ duplicative precogni- 
tion.” In the majority of cases, the psychic subject sees a picture 
which is as the double of the future reality. Very often this appears 
ina dream, and later the subject is greatly astonished when he comes 
to observe the perfect correspondence between the dream and the reality. 
Such prevision is without question a rapport with the subject; but this 
rapport may be of any sort whatever, while the vision itself may be 
of wholly unimportant matters, in the large and in all its details. 

We must reiterate that this sort of precognition is much more 
frequent than usually inferred. But the interest in the spirit idea 
which has been so preponderant right down to our own days has led to 
neglect of the cases which did not pretend to a spiritistic character. 
Attention has been drawn to those instances of prevision which were in 
some sense useful warnings ; and these have been made to stand for the 
general type of precognition. It has been the custom to employ the 
name “ premonitions ” rather than prevision or precognition ; and it is 
to be regretted that Richet himself has unwittingly given way to this 
prejudice in using the word for the heading of his chapter on pre- 
cognition. I do not know how to stress sufficiently the fact that pre- 
monitions (that is, instances of precognition having the character of 
warnings) are but a small part of the whole; and that, once we have 
determined the occurrence of precognition in general, this particular 
form is most readily explained by prosopopesis, or the tendency which 
the human subconsciousness shows toward impersonation. Since, ac- 
cording to Condillac, a science is simply a carefully formulated lan- 
guage, let us avoid the introduction of terms which carry implications 
of what is so plainly a contestable hypothesis. 

It can easily be shown that, with few exceptions indeed, duplicative 
precognition is the rule; and that precognition takes another form— 
ymbolic or premonitory, for example—only when its functioning is 
disordered or when it is masked by other factors of the subconscious 
life. But we shall not go into this discussion. We shall confine our- 
‘elves to citation of a few well-observed cases in which the duplicative 
character is incontestable, and which are not amenable to the tradi- 
tional interpretations. 

Mrs. Thilton, of New Orleans, described to one Davidson, in the 
Presence of numerous witnesses (including Mrs. Sarah Morgan-Dawson, 
friend of Flammarion), how she had dreamed of being invited to his 
‘ouse and, on arrival, finding the house sad and empty. A large 
etal coffin stood in the middle of the parlor, and Mr. Davidson was 
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therein. One other person was present. There were six silver roses 
upon the lid. The vision dated itself six months in the future. It was 
turned into a pleasant jest; for Mr. Davidson was entirely well, besides 
which he had declared that for his own funeral he wanted a rosewood 
coffin. But verification came about with absolute exactness, and 
through two unforeseeable accidents: Mr. Davidson was crushed by a 
locomotive; and the rosewood coffin which had been ordered could not 
be delivered on such short notice, and hence was replaced, without con- 
sulting his family, by one of metal with ornaments of silver roses.’ 

It seems rational to suppose that a clairvoyant ought to be able 
to divine any serious organic disorder from which Mr. Davidson might 
be suffering, and equally might divine or guess that he would be buried 
in a commonplace metal coffin. But how is she to divine the railroad 
accident, the causes of which are quite outside the psychic domain in 
which she and her subject move? And how is she to divine the defeat 
of his cherished and expressed desire to have a rosewood coffin? Every 
rational explanation here seems unavailing ;—unless, indeed, we are to 
make the childish supposition, worthy only of the mentality of primitive 
peoples, that invisible powers—angels or demons or spirits—arranged 
the accident after having taken measures to assure the unavailability 
of a coffin of rare wood! 

We mention next the dream of the abbé Garnier, canon at Langres, 
cited also by Flammarion.” This dream was of extraordinary precision 
and color. In a mountain landscape, the canon pictured himself pur- 
suing a white road that brought him into a rustic scene which he saw 
in great detail. Three large trees, a pretty house, a peasant woman 
dressed in red with a white head-dress and knitting, a girl of ten with 
her hair hanging down to her bare feet, three smaller children, a dog 
that scratched at his fleas, three men in the house, [one of them?] with 
a cloth apron and pointed cap, sheep, a colt that came toward the house 
and was driven off, hens scratching for worms, etc., etc. Now thre 
years later, during a trip in Italy, the abbé came upon this very scene 
in a hamlet among the Apennines—exactly the same place and the same 
tableau, to such a degree, he tells us, that the sweat stood out on his 
face and his heart rose in his throat. Nothing differed in any way: }t 
was the dream come to life, with the same persons doing the same things. 

We know that psychologists describe under the name “ paramnesia ” 
or “ false memory ” a phenomenon which consists exactly in the illusion 
of renewing a past sensation or experience. It is altogether possible 
that this is in fact an illusion, arising, as Bergson thinks, from a tral- 


1 Flammarion: L’inconnu et les recherches psychiques; p. 520. 
2 La mort et son mystere : & p. 277 
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sient mal-adjustment of the mnemonic machinery. But the earlier of 
the two phases of paramnesia does not fix itself temporally; whereas 
in duplicative precognition there is the most exact assignment of date 
both to the prior representation and to the actual event itself. Further, 
in many instances, between the two dates the “ representation ” has 
been described to or recorded with proper witnesses. Such is the case 
with the dream of Duchess Hamilton, reported by Dr. Alfred Cooper,” 
in which she sees clearly, “ as in a theater scene,” the death of Count 
L. He is tumbled into an arm chair, a man with reddish beard is lean- 
ing over him, and nearby is a bath-tub over which burns a red light. 
The doctor to whom this dream was related was able, fifteen days later, 
to testify to the exact accuracy of the circumstances thus described in 
advance of the event. 

We may mention also the Saurel case, in which there was a lapse of 
seven years between the vision and the fulfillment. In 1911, M. Saurel 
had a dream, the scene of which seemed totally strange to him. He 
found himself in a wholly unfamiliar flat country, near a brook and a 
cottage, among men clad in blue, wearing helmets of odd style; and 
these men were lighting fires amongst stacks of muskets. In 1918 he 
lived through this vision with every exactitude in a village on the Aube 
where he was training some recruits.* 

One could multiply cases indefinitely. Among those coming under 
my own direct observation, I will cite the prevision mentioned in a 
former article, where Pascal Forthuny saw two future incidents, quite 
insignificant so far as they concerned the person before him: the fall 
of the doorkeeper upon the staircase, and the epileptic attack of the 
hearse-driver.” The testimony of the people present at the sitting 
where Forthuny delivered these prophecies guarantees here, as in the 
case of Mrs. Cooper, the authenticity of the episodes. 

Among the hypotheses advanced to explain in general the prevision 
of the future, two ought to be thrown out at once on the ground of their 
ineffectiveness in dealing with the problem: I refer to the hypothesis of 
spirit intervention and that of rational deduction. In certain visions 
of a monitory character, it is possible for persons unfamiliar with 
psychology to see a benevolent or a malevolent agency bv invisible be- 
ings belonging to another plane of existence. But such intervention 
would lose all its raison d’etre in visions of unimportant and trivial 
context, like some of those which we have described. What interest, 
benevolent or malevolent, could Mrs. Thilton possibly have in seeing 


ae a ee 


3 Proc., B.. P.. KR... Vai, 11,.p.. 5. 
*Flammarion: La mort et son mystére, I., p. 290. 
*This Journal, February, 1926, p. 77. 
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Mr. Davidson’s metal coffin with its six silver roses? What is the 
utility or the contra-utility in the Abbé Garnier’s having presented to 
him, three years in advance, any trifling scene of his Italian trip? What 
influence would impel the Duchess Hamilton to picture to herself the 
death of Count L. in the presence of a red-bearded nurse and a bath- 
tub? Of what possible consequence to M. Saurel could be the advance 
representation of a scene in which he was exposed to no danger and of 
which he was not even able to gather in advance that it pictured an 
incident of wartime? And finally, among all the thousands of personal 
incidents which the painter Deluermoz would strongly desire to have 
pictured to him, why should Forthuny see two episodes touching the 
sitter so little as the fall of a doorman and of a hearse-driver? It is 
this element, with its essential and permanent finality, that the spirit 
hypothesis is incapable of rationalizing. 

Moreover, this hypothesis is just as impotent from the logical view- 
point as from the teleological. If we could grant theoretically that 
the spirits may be capable of modifying human fancies, it is quite 
impossible to believe that they could suspend the course of natural 
phenomena to the degree that would be necessary to mold the reality 
into accord with a given vision. And as far as assuming that they may 
be able to predict the course of these phenomena just as the astronomer 
predicts an eclipse, this notion succumbs to reflection and common sense. 
For even if we postulate faculties of spirit intelligence far superior to 


those of the incarnate human being (something contrary to the prin- 


ciples of evolution), we can surely not bestow upon the spirits the 
omniscience necessary to follow in the mind’s eye the operations of the 
innumerable causes which have to do with the production of a given 
event. And the second hypothesis named above, that of rational deduc- 
tion, brings us by another road to exactly the same absurdity. That 
such deduction could be engineered either by the psychic himself or on 
his behalf by the spirits is wholly incomprehensible, and incommensur- 
able even with a superhuman intelligence. The capacity for this would 
lie only in God himself, with that power of omniscience which, gratul- 
tously and wholly lacking any proper notion of what the word signifies, 
we concede to him. 

Let us now glance back over our examples, since one can always 
think better in terms of the concrete case: and let us select the simplest 
of them. Mrs. Thilton, three weeks in advance, sees Mr. Davidson’s 
corpse in a metal coffin with six silver roses. Mr. Davidson is the first 
to laugh at the prediction; he is in the best of health, engaged in n° 
hazardous profession, and appears too fond of life to risk it impru- 
dently. Nevertheless he is killed by a locomotive on the date predicted. 
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We have here a commonplace fact which we must hesitate to attribute 
to the machinations of a “ spirit.” We must prefer to believe that this 
fact was rigidly determined by a succession of natural causes. But if 
it is our desire to attempt an examination of these causes, we shall at 
once be utterly baffled; for it is not possible to isolate this particular 
effect. with its causes from all the other causal complexes at work 
throughout the universe. Let us imagine that the unfortunate Mr. 
Davidson had slipped on a banana peel as he tried to cross in front of a 
moving train. It would be necessary to explain the presence of the 
banana! It was thrown there absent-mindedly by a passenger ; but had 
it been thrown two inches further, Mr. Davidson would not have slipped 
on it. If it had been thrown a second sooner, or later, it would have 
landed in a different spot and Mr. Davidson would not have been killed. 
Equally he would have escaped this fate had he left his house a minute 
sooner, had the train arrived a moment later, etc., etc. When we thus 
delve into the sequence of causes leading to Mr. Davidson’s death, we 
are quickly brought to the shop where the locomotive was built, to 
George Stephenson’s first trousers, to Noah’s ark. Everything in the 
universe since the creation is involved in the production of the most 
trifling present event. 

When we have grasped this truth, we can no longer bring ourselves 
to believe that the spirit of a man, incarnate or discarnate, can reason 
its way through such an infinite series of causes as contribute to the 
occurrence of a future event. The “vision of God,” invoked at this 
point by Oesterreich following Brentano’s example, is but a metaphys- 
ical artifice to resolve by an empty word a problem which is in fact 
insoluble. 

Myers was well aware of the impasse to which this problem leads, 
for he wrote®: “ Few men have pondered long on these problems of Past 
and Future without wondering whether Past or Future be in very truth 
more than a name—whether we may not be apprehending as a stream 
of sequence that which is an ocean of coexistence, and slicing our sub- 
jective years and centuries from timeless and absolute things.””* To 
make himself the better understood here, Myers conjectured that for 
the clairvoyant the life of a man can be compressed into a single instant, 
while to the rest of us still stretching normally over a span, say, of 
seventy years. There would then be, between the supernormal vision 
and the eventuation, a lag analogous to that which exists between the 


®*Human Personality, II, p. 273. ; ; 
‘It seems to me that this is by far the most brilliant attempt ever made in any 
language to pack into a single sentence the bold outlines of the philosophical out- 


look upon the time concept and the time reality which Myers had and Sudre has 
im mind—J. M. B. 
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lightning and the thunder. But there is in this picture a lack of ab- 
solute accuracy; and the ideas of Einstein are today sufficiently in cir- 
culation among the general public for one to talk boldly, and without 
too much fear of not being understood, about the existence in space 
of a fourth dimension corresponding to time. Since I first discussed 
this hypothesis, some four years ago, certain persons have written that 
it is “ unthinkable,” without reflecting that in so speaking they make 
confession of a scientific ignorance which is inexcusable in one who has 
the least degree of university training. The theory of a fourth dimen- 
sion, for which the way was paved by the mathematical works of 
Riemann and Poincaré, has been promoted to the order of a physical 
possibility by Einstein and Minkowski; and it is a fact that a large 
majority of the physicists of all lands believe today in the reality of 
such a “ Space-Time.” Eddington, the distinguished English relativist, 
has written :* “ Events do not happen; they are just there, and we come 
across them. ‘ The formality of taking place’ is merely the indication 
that the observer has, on his voyage of exploration, passed into th 
absolute future of the event in question; and it has no important 
significance.” The theory of space-time is then not a mere mathe 
matical pastime with no other reality than that given it by thought; 
it is, for a certain number of thinkers in the vanguard of scientific pro- 
gress, an actual reality. And if Bergson has attacked it in his latest 
book, Durée et Simultanéité, this is merely because it seriously threatens 
his own concept of time. As I have myself shown, Bergson opposes it 
only with arguments derived from this concept, and in no sense based 
upon experience.” Whereas experience, as we now have it through our 
recognition of the reality of precognition, quite reverses Bergson’s 
whole philosophy of duration. 

It is then most noteworthy that modern science, without yet having 
recognized psychical research, has independently reached a conclusion 
which the latter finds indispensable for the explanation of one category 
of its facts. I do not believe that we can long avoid this hypothesis of 
“the eternal present,” which, strange as it may seem to our common 
sense, is the only one that can supply an explanation of the phenomena 
of duplicate precognition. No ethical reasoning is to be invoked against 
the logical and factual reasoning which science is in the habit of em- 

8 Space, Time and Gravitation, p. 51. 

® Perhaps I may be pardoned if I insert here the remark that Bergson and his 
ilk seem to me always to leave themselves open to this criticism that they are easy- 
chair philosophers. As I have said in my own Einstein book, they sit in thelr 
studies and speculate about the universe as it ought to be, with supreme indifference 


to the external and objective facts. If the facts do not measure up to their own 
esthetic requirements, so much the worse for the facts!—J. M. B. 
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ploying in its interpretations of the universe. Scientific minds that 
have studied the fact of precognition have always been struck by the 
duplicate character which, on the admission of Flammarion himself, the 
great majority of these visions present. And it is impossible to aveid 
the idea that the metagnomic person is vouchsafed a momentary tem- 
poral acceleration, a rapid though ephemeral projection along the time 
dimension which, though it permeates the entire world of reality, the 
normal mind can only traverse in linear sequence. It is this very ex- 
planation that Soal calls upon in the case of Gordon Davis: 

* Looked at from this point of view,” he says, “ human beings have 
an extension in time as well as in the other three dimensions. They 
exist in their totality, independently of the particular moment at which 
we choose to view them.’® The personality of Gordon Davis was 
arrested, as it were, at a particular point of the time stream; i. e., a 
special three-dimensional section was taken of his four dimensional 
complex. He was dramatized in 1922 to appear as he would be in his 
new environment of 1923.” 

It is not to be lost sight of that a hypothesis so ambitious and far- 
reaching leaves many difficulties still to be untangled; but these are 
small in comparison with the unsurmountable obstacles which dupli- 
cative precognition presents under any other hypothesis than this one. 
It is for further study to resolve these difficulties, and to construct a 
theory well-grounded in every detail—a theory which shall result in 
the complete reconciliation of metapsychics with contemporary science. 





FRAU SILBERT AND HER PHENOMENA 


BY HARRY PRICE 


Foreign Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 


The name of Frau Maria Silbert is known probably to most of my 
readers, but it is doubtful if many of them are aware of the nature of 
her phenomena, as comparatively little has been written concerning this 
medium. She has visited England three times, but her powers have 
never been scientifically tested—which is unfortunate, as her phenomena 
present a prima facie case for serious investigation which has been too 


ee 





10 For the layman in the relativistic philosophy, this is an unusually illuminating 
statement—J. M. B. 
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long delayed. This is not the fault of the medium, as she appears quite 
willing to demonstrate her powers when called upon to do so, and makes 
long journeys in order that those interested in her mediumship may 
witness her phenomena. The fact remains, however, that no scientific 
body in Great Britain has experimented with her—which is a great pity. 

Two or three years ago I had a few sittings with Frau Silbert when 
she was in London, and her phenomena impressed me. But the con- 
trolling conditions were bad and for that reason I refrained from pub- 
lishing a report of my experiences, though these were very interesting. 

Frau Silbert’s phenomena consist of brilliant lights, most of which 
appear to come from her finger tips; innumerable raps, which appear 
to come from the séance table, chairs, and sometimes from behind the 
medium ; materializations, consisting of hands (usually under the table), 
busts and sometimes full-form phantoms (according to some observers) ; 
the apparently spontaneous transit of objects from below the séance 
table to some point above it, finally resting in the medium’s hands; the 
billowing of the cabinet curtains, when a cabinet is used; the engraving 
of metallic objects (placed under the table) with the word, Nell; and 
similar manifestations. The engraving is done without a scriber’s being 
placed beneath the table, though sometimes this cutting tool is put with 
the objects to be engraved. Nell is the surname of an alleged discar- 
nate German professor, stated to have died at Nuremberg two hundred 
years ago, who is supposed to control the psychic; it is stated that it 
is he who produces the scratches on the metal objects. It is fortunate 
for “ Professor Nell ” that his name is so short and simple, easily pro- 
ducible in script or capitals; had it been a polysyllabic one, the worthy 
professor might have had some difficulty in decorating the cigarette 
cases, watches, and other articles invariably placed beneath the séance 
table in order that they may be thus autographed. 

At one of the London séances I attended I was asked to assist in 
the control of the psychic. The “ control” consisted in contact by 
two sitters, one each side of the medium, with her hands and feet. I 
sat on the left of the medium and attempted to keep my right foot hard 
up against Frau Silbert’s left; I even placed my foot on the medium’s 
shoe, but the movement of the latter, especially when the psychic became 
entranced, prevented anything like a proper control. The medium’s 
right hand and foot were in another’s charge, so I had no guarantee as 
to the control on that side. The illumination was good; either a weak 
white light or a brilliant red one. In fact, frequently Frau Silbert’s 
séances are conducted in the white light of an ordinary electric bulb. 

The phenomena at this particular London sitting were very varied, 
and ranged from billowings of the curtains to lights, alleged materiali- 
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zations, and the apparently rapid displacement of articles placed under 
the table at which we sat. My heavy penknife (weight 314 ozs.), which 
I placed on the floor under center of table was, a few moments later, 
“ precipitated ” into her right hand which was above the table.’ At 
the time I could not account for this phenomenon. 

The table used was of the ordinary deal variety, with a hole cut in 
the center. The aperture was about nine inches square (I am speaking 
from memory), with a sliding zinc cover. During the séance several of 
the sitters stated that their legs had been touched and squeezed by a 
materialized hand under the table. Occasionally the zinc slide was 
rattled and once it partly opened and a white object like a hand or 
foot, quickly popped through. The “hand” later brought up, like a 
flash, a small bell which had been placed on the floor. The movement 
was so quick that it was impossible to determine the nature of the ob- 
ject which had levitated the bell. Raps, which appeared to come from 
the table, chairs, etc., were intermittent throughout the sitting; and, at 
request, “ Professor Nell ” imitated our various raps and knocks, prov- 
ing that an intelligent entity was responsible for the sounds. As I 
have remarked, the phenomena were impressive and interesting, but lack 
of rigid control robbed them of any scientific value. 

I had often intended to visit Frau Silbert in her home; and in June, 
1925, when I was in Austria, arrangements were made for me to have 
some sittings. Unfortunately, I was unable to get to Graz at the time 
appointed and it was not until the following November, after I had had 
my wonderful sittings with Willy Schneider, that I was able to pay 
this medium a visit. Mr. Joseph De Wyckoff and Mr. Roy Holmyard, 
two members of the American S. P. R., were also on their way to see 
this medium, and they kindly invited me to accompany them. 

We arrived in Graz from Braunau on the evening of Monday, No- 
vember 2nd, 1925. On the following morning we called upon Frau 
Silbert at her home in Waltendorf, a suburb of Graz. She was out, 


‘This phenomenon had a very interesting sequel. On my way to Copenhagen, in 
January, 1925, I spent a night at Hamburg. Having nothing to do, I inquired if any 
mediums were available. I was told that there was a “ circle for psychometry ” then 
In progress in the suburb of Altona. I found my way to the medium, whose name 
was Frau Liebermann. The meeting had just commenced and visitors were asked 
to hand up articles to be psychometrized. I sent up my pen-knife. Frau Liebermann 
said it was a “ German knife bought in France”; it had been used by a lady “ very 
psychic, the widow of a doctor”; it had undergone some change which the medium 
could not describe. The facts are that the knife I had purchased in Berlin some years 
previously, but had had new ivory sides put to it in Paris—the French connection 
and the “change” sensed by the medium. It had been used by Frau Silbert, a 
“widow, very psychic,” whose control was a “ doctor ”’—altogether an excellent de- 
scription. The incident is fully recorded in my Psychical Research in Northern 
Europe, Light, Jan. 24th, 1925. 
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but we made the acquaintance of her family who promised to arrange 
a sitting for us the same evening. 

I will now give a short description of the medium, who is fifty-eight 
years old. She is the widow of an excise official and draws a small pen- 
sion. She is a native of St. Stefan, Carinthia, west of the Tyrol, but 
has resided in Graz for a considerable period. She has had ten children, 
of whom four sons and three daughters are still living. Some of them 
speak a little English. Two of the girls, Ella and Piilla, are stated to 
be mediumistic. Frau Silbert has had psychic powers for many years 
but only during the last five years has she been able—or willing—to go 
into the trance state. She is, unfortunately, in bad health and it is 
stated that this disability impairs her mediumship. Her manifestations 
are stronger in the winter months, the hot weather tending to inhibit 
her powers. Her trance state is usually self-induced; but I was told 
that she can be put into this condition by a person making passes be- 
hind her, in a vertical direction. Frau Silbert is of medium height, 
with keen, penetrating eyes, and struck me as being exceedingly alert 
and intelligent. She kindly posed before my camera, and the result is 
reproduced herewith. The hard line of the mouth, so apparent in the 
photograph, is misleading: she has a particularly gentle and affable 
personality. 

We arrived at Frau Silbert’s flat soon after eight o’clock, and found 
a number of the medium’s friends awaiting our arrival. Principal 
among these is Dr. Alois Auer, who has sat scores of times with this 
medium. I was told that Dr. Auer was formerly at the Karl Franz 
University, Graz, but ill-health compelled him to adopt another voca- 
tion. I had a long talk with Dr. Auer who related to me some amazing 
and almost incredible experiences he has had with Frau Silbert. Dr. 
Auer is one of the Austrian representatives to the International Con- 
gress of Psychical Research. 

At one of the séances attended by the doctor it is alleged that no 
fewer than twenty-eight full-form phantoms made their appearance. 
At another sitting, a phantom sat down by the doctor for over an hour, 
and he was even able to take its pulse-rate! He has done this on more 
than one occasion, he informed me. He has walked with Frau Silbert 
in the mountains, in the moonlight, and has frequently seen phantoms, 
who apparently joined them in their walks. On the street—always in 
the moonlight—phantoms have joined them. Recently, in the red light 
of the séance room, a full-form phantom, about six feet high, slowly 
materialized. He had the appearance of an ancient Egyptian and he 
seemed to “ float ” about eighteen inches from the floor. He was quite 
nude except for a cloud round his middle and some sort of head cover- 
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ing. His hands were luminous, and he slowly raised them to his face, 
illuminating the upper portion of his body. His features relaxed into 
the semblance of a smile, but his countenance at once became sad again, 
and he looked ill and his cheeks were sunken. For nearly an hour he 
remained with the sitters; and the medium, who was not entranced, 
actually sketched him from “ life.” Frau Silbert kindly presented me 
with the original sketch, reproduced on page 273. The phantom very 
slowly dematerialized, “ with a sad, tender expression on his face.” 

On another occasion Dr. Auer was with Frau Silbert in the moun- 
tainous district around Graz, at some time after midnight and in the 
full moonlight, when a huge pair of jaws and two rows of gleaming 
teeth slowly materialized and gradually vanished again. After mid- 
night is the very best time to witness these materializations through 
Frau Silbert who—it is stated—sometimes at this hour goes alone to 
the mountains, in the moonlight, and meets a tall, luminous phantom 
with whom she converses till the small hours of the morning. 

Dr. Auer related another curious story of what happened at a 
séance which was held at the medium’s flat in a good red light. <A 
gnome, about two feet high, suddenly materialized, followed by a hare 
which ran about the room. On another occasion a gold slave-bangle 
and a finger-ring were placed under the séance table when suddenly 
there was a “ click ” and upon examination it was found that the ring 
was threaded upon the bracelet (in which was no opening), and to sepa- 
rate them would have required a file—a phenomenon reminiscent of 
Henry Slade and one which would have gladdened the heart of Professor 
Zéillner when seeking to prove the truth of his theory concerning the 
fourth dimension. The linked ring and bracelet were again placed 
under the table and shortly after they were found to have separated, 
the operating intelligences having an obvious and total disregard for 
the scientific aspects of the situation constituted by their original 
interlacing! 

Another friend, Herr Rudolf Winterri, who was at this sitting, re- 
lated some of his experiences with Frau Silbert. Herr Winterri has a 
flat in the same building as the medium who often visits him. On one 
occasion they were holding a séance when the table, weighing 30 kilo- 
grams (66 pounds), rose in the air to the height of six feet for some 
minutes. Two of the sitters climbed on to the table (I was not in- 
formed how, but they must have had a ladder), and their combined 
weight did not lower the table—which eventually gradually sank into 
its normal position. I was informed that all this took place in a “ good 
red light.” The table afterwards knocked Herr Winterri head over 
heels. On another occasion, when Frau Silbert was present, the dinner- 
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table, laid for a number of persons, suddenly rose in the air, was sus- 
pended for some seconds, and slowly came to rest again. Herr Winterri 
is an exceedingly clever professional conjurer, and should know genuine 
phenomena when he sees them. I have given these stories about Frau 
Silbert exactly as they were related to me and I refrain from making 
any comments concerning them. This report has been drawn up from 
notes taken during the sittings; in fact, I made a rough draft of this 
article at my hotel, the Erzherzog .'>',ann, before I left Graz. 


SEANCE oF TvuEspAy, NovEMBER 3rp, 1925 


The circle at our first sitting with Frau Silbert comprised the fol- 
lowing members, in the order named, starting clock-wise from the me- 
dium: Frau Silbert; Harry Price; Herr Rudolf Winterri; a son and 
daughter of the medium—they left the circle half an hour after the 
commencement of the sitting; Herr Erich Vogl; Dr. Alois Auer; Mr. 
Joseph De Wyckoff; Mr. Roy Holmyard. To save repetition I will 
refer to them by their initials. 

We all sat around a rectangular common wooden table, three feet 
nine inches long, two feet eight inches wide, and two feet eight inches 
high; weight about fifty pounds. Under the table-top, on skeleton run- 
ners,. was a drawer, the length of which was more than half the width 
of the table. The drawer, which was opposite the medium, opened away 
from her, and towards E. V. and Dr. A. The table was strengthened 
beneath by diagonal struts and foot-boards. 

The illumination was a 30 watt. gas-filled bulb, regulated by a 
socket rheostat, of American make, known as the Dim-a-Lite—an ex- 
cellent arrangement, by the way. The room was the ordinary living 
room or “ parlor” of the Silbert family. The séance commenced at 
9 o’clock precisely, the temperature of the room being 71° Fahrenheit. 
The light was dimmed to about 20 watts. 

We opened the séance by each sitter’s rapping on the table, at the 
same time repeating the prescribed formula: Gott zum griiss, Herr Nell! 
After each greeting, we listened intently for an answering rap which 
was invariably given. I was on the medium’s left, and endeavored to 
control her left foot with my right, but found it almost impossible to do 
so—every minute or so I discovered that my foot was not touching hers. 

For the next twenty minutes we amused ourselves by getting “ Herr 
Nell ” to imitate our raps: these were faithfully reproduced. The raps 
seemed to come from various parts of the table. I need hardly inform 
my readers that without delicate instruments it is quite impossible to 
determine the exact location of a feeble rap. The raps were good, and 
were almost continuous. 
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At 9:27 my left knee was touched four times—simple touches, not 
the grips as of a strong hand whicl. often occur with this medium. At 
9: 30, R. H. was also touched on leit knee: a harder touch this time, 
more like a squeeze. Then more raps. 


At 9:50 we deposited the usual collection of objects under the 
table. I placed a gilt cigar-lighter; J. D. W. put down a gold cigarette 
case; R. H. risked his gold watc> and fob. 

At 9:59 my right calf was touched: a sort of “rub” upwards 
towards the thigh. Immediately after, a fairly loud rap from table-top 
and a simultaneous rap on the chest of drawers behind us. At 10:38 
a long series of raps from the table and medium’s chair. 


At 11:12, by means of a rapid succession of raps, it was intimated 
(according to a sort of code agreed upon by Frau Silbert and “ Dr. 
Nell”) that we look under the table. We at once did so, and on my 
cigar-lighter was scratched the word Nell, in script. The word itself is 
15 mm. long and the capital “ N ” is 9 mm. high. I herewith give an 
exact (enlarged) reproduction of it: 

On the other side of the lighter were, cu- 

riously enough, two deep dotted lines, as if a 

spiked tracing wheel had been drawn across 

it; there were also other scratches. Evi- 

dently the lighter, during engraving, had 

been pressed hard down on the foot-board 

under the table: this would account for the 

scratches on the reverse side. No scriber or 

graving tool had been placed under the table with the objects we de- 
posited there; yet the word Nell is quite deeply scratched and the in- 
dented lines on the reverse side will last as long as the lighter itself. 


The watch and cigarette case belonging to the other sitters were not 
marked. 


The light was now turned on to its full capacity, and Herr Winterri 
took a pack of cards from his pocket and did several excellent card 
tricks—apparently as “ miraculous ” as the phenomena we had just 
witnessed—which left most of the sitters guessing as to how the tricks 
were done. In the middle of the tricks at 11:35, the table gave a 


violent “ jump ” coming down again with a heavy bang. This mani- 
festation on the part of the table seemed to indicate to the sitters pres- 
ent that “Herr Nell” wanted us to break up-—so we bade the “Doctor” 
“good-night,” and terminated the sitting at 11: 40—and the raps were 
still plainly heard when we were putting our coats on. The thermometer 


had risen to 73° Fahrenheit, which was quite normal. 
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SEANCE OF WEDNEsDAY, NovEMBER 4TH, 1925 


The day after the séance recorded above we took Frau Silbert for 
a long motor ride through the beautiful mountainous country round 
Graz, and arranged to meet again in the evening at her flat for some 
more experiments. 

The sitters for the second séance were the same as on the previous 
evening with the exception that Herr Winterri was absent, the me- 
dium’s daughter taking his place. The same table, lighting, etc., was 
employed, and we sat in the following order, counting clock-wise: Me- 
dium, H. P., Fraulein Ella Silbert, E. V., Dr. A., R. H., J.D. W. We 
commenced as the clock struck nine. The thermometer read 68° Fah- 
renheit. I had made up my mind that for this sitting I would endeavor 
to stiffen up the control, if possible. We each greeted “ Dr. Nell” in 
the prescribed manner, and after every Gott zum griiss, Herr Nell!, an 
answering rap came from the table. 

At 9:05 a long series of raps, of varying intensity, were heard as 
if coming from the table. At 9:09 three much louder taps appeared to 
come from the end of table near R. H. I now endeavored to control 
the left foot of the medium with my right, and simultaneously with the 
attempt, and without any warning, the drawer shot open about eight 
inches—the line of travel being from the medium towards Dr. A. I 
have already stated that the drawer was on skeleton runners and any- 
one on our side of the table could have propelled it open with a knee or 
foot (obviously not with a hand, as all were on the table under the full 
illumination of the electric light), by pushing our end. The sudden 
movement of the drawer was hailed as a good phenomenon. Herewith 
is a plan of the sitters (page 273), the dotted lines denoting the drawer: 

At 9:12 we placed a number of objects under the table. I put my 
heavy penknife which was “ levitated” nearly three years previously; 
J. D. W. put his gold cigarette case; and R. H. deposited his gold 
watch and a silver cigar-lighter. 

At 9:25 E. S. plays a lively tune and raps on the table are heard 
keeping time to the music. E.S. resumes her seat; raps continue inter- 
mittently. At 9:40 we are asked by the medium to try putting our 
hands under the table. We each put a hand under, and J. D. W. and 
Dr. A. have their hands gripped in succession by what they describe as 
a “strong hand.” I kept my right hand under the table for some min- 
utes but “ Dr. Nell ” refused to shake hands with me. The two sitters 
mentioned had their hands shaken several times. 

At 9:45 we heard a long series of raps on the table which we were 
told meant that “ Herr Nell ” wished to dictate: the code was one rap 
ee 


for “ yes,” three for “ no,” the “ spirit ” rapping at the correct letter 
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when the alphabet was spelled out. By a good deal of tedious repetition 
we at length discovered that the communicating entity was an English- 
man who had a message for us. After more repetition we got the words 
“You go London soon.” As everyone in the room knew that on the 
following morning we were catching the first train to London, the 
message was not particularly illuminating. 

The next message rapped out in German was to the effect that 
* Herr Nell ” wanted the window open. E. S. left her seat (at 10:05), 
pulled the blind up, and opened the window, afterwards resuming her 
seat. The brilliant moon (it was full moon on the previous Saturday, 
October 31st) shone through the window. Dr. A. now took a glass 
“ crystal,” about two and one-half inches in diameter, from out of the 
drawer already mentioned. Five deliberate raps were now given, mean- 
ing “lights out.” We accordingly switched off the light, the moon illu- 
minating the room so that we could see everything and one another 
plainly. We were now told to hold hands—always a condition when the 
medium is working in darkness or semi-darkness. I again managed to 
make contact with Frau Silbert’s left foot. Dr. A. handed the crystal 
to the medium, who placed it on the table in front of her, and went into 
a state of semi-trance (10:12). She at once disengaged her right hand 
from that of her neighbor (J. D. W.), placed it palm downwards upon 
the table, raised it again, and to the surprise of the sitters (who could 
see every action in the moonlight), my penknife was under her hand. 
Exactly one hour previously I had placed the knife, with the other ob- 
jects, on the floor under the table. There was no apparent means of 
normally raising the knife from the floor to the table. 

Immediately after the knife episode Frau Silbert picked up the 
crystal, and pla ed it in the hollow of her left hand, which she cupped 
for the purpose. She rose from her chair and, still in the trance state, 
commenced moving in a clock-wise direction round the table. When the 
medium left her seat, E. S. at once drew the attention of the circle to 
the fact that the crystal was now “ luminous,” and that the fluorescence 
was lighting up the medium’s cupped hand. Most of the sitters agreed 
that it was a wonderful phenomenon, but I pointed out to them that the 
glass sphere filled with light, and the consequent illumination of the 
medium’s hand was merely the reflection of the full moon, the light from 
which was streaming through the open window, which was on the right 
of the medium’s chair. The crystal was, of course, acting as a lens and 
condenser, and in the semi-darkness the effect was really very fine. 
There was some argument about my explanation so, to clinch the 
matter, I took the crystal from the medium’s hand (she was back at her 
seat, having made the circuit of the table), placed it in my own cupped 
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hand, and exactly duplicated the “luminosity ” and alleged “ fluores- 
cence.” All the sitters now agreed that what they thought was a phe- 
nomenon was, in fact, caused by the reflection of the moon in the crystal. 

The medium was now very much awake and four sharp raps from 
the table was, we were told, the signal that “ Professor Nell” wanted 
the electric light on again. This was done at 10:30. E. S. then got 
up, closed the window, and pulled the blind down. The Dim-a-Lite was 
adjusted to about 25 candle-power. 

Immediately after we had once more settled ourselves, the drawer of 
the séance table shot out again, and the table shook and tilted. All 
hands were on the table. Dr. Auer now made passes over the table, in 
various directions. This is supposed to attract the power of the oper- 
ating entities. Immediately afterwards J. D. W. shouted out “ There’s 
a hand up my trouser-leg!” Others were touched many times, espe- 
cially Dr. A. and J. D. W. whose legs were pinched and punched. I 
put my arm under the table in the hope that the force at work would 
clasp my hand or pinch my arm, but I was not touched; and my legs 
did not receive the attention of the vigorous pseudopod whose grip— 
according to some of the sitters—was vise-like. R. H. was not touched 
under the table. Only J. D. W. and Dr. A. received this manifestation. 

During this period I endeavored to keep contact with the left foot 
of the medium, and more or less succeeded. But this very imperfect 
partial control was not satisfactory from any point of view, and I asked 
permission to look under the table when the manifestations were at their 
strongest. Frau Silbert readily acquiesced, but the moment I popped 
my head under the table the phenomena ceased. For over half an hour 
I was bobbing up and down trying to see the “ force” at work. Di- 
rectly my head was above the table, J. D. W. would exclaim “ I’m 
touched!” Down would go my head again in the hope of seeing some- 
thing, but every time I was disappointed. Directly I resumed my nor- 
mal position Dr. A. or J. D. W. would state that a hand was gripping 
some part of their anatomy hidden by the table. Thinking that perhaps 
the presence of my head under the table was resented by the “ Herr 
Professor ” on the grounds that it was unorthodox, I pushed my chair 
right away from the table, and inclined my body so that I had a clear 
view of the lower extremities of the sitters. The phenomena ceased 
absolutely: even my gaze apparently inhibited the manifestations. I 
pulled my chair up to table again when J. D. W. at once cried out “ I’m 
touched!” and that something was pulling his trouser-leg.* 

During my abortive attempt to gain some knowledge as to the 


——— 
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is to this paragraph that the footnote of the April Journal, page 220, refers. 
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mechanics of the forces which were responsible for the grips, pulls, 


tugs and pinches which the other sitters were experiencing, suddenly 
(at 10:55), several of us saw the glint of a light at the right of and 
behind the medium. To me it was exactly like the “ glims ” of a pass- 


ing automobile which one sees at night when one is in a darkened room 
with the blinds up. The light was almost like a ray from a torch, and 
not at all like the flashes which sometimes appear to come from this 
medium’s finger-tips. Nor was it like the percussive sparkling blue- 
white flashes which I have often witnessed when experimenting with 
Stella C. Some of the sitters regarded the light as of psychic origin, 
but it is doubtful if such were the case. 

During the period when the phenomenal happenings under the table 
were so much in evidence, R. H.’s silver lighter and gold watch and 
J. D. W.’s cigarette case remained under the table (the reader will 
remember that my knife had already found its way on to the table-top), 
near the right-hand end. At 11:05 Frau Silbert moved into the seat 
of J. D. W., who now took the place of R. H. The re-arrangement 
resulted in R. H.’s sitting next to me, J. D. W. occupying the seat 
vacated by R. H.—the medium being now at the extreme right end of 
my side of the table, in front of the objects which had been placed on 
the floor. We had hardly made this new arrangement and re-scated 
ourselves when R. H.’s lighter shot from under the table to the medium’s 
right, hitting a chair about six feet away. The lighter was picked 
up undamaged but no scratches or engraving could be found upon it. 
It was fortunate that “ Herr Nell” discriminated in his choice of 
articles. Had R. H.’s gold watch been propelled with as much force as 
his lighter, it would have been a somewhat costly phenomenon! 

After the rapid flight of R. H.’s property, I put my lighter under 
the table and opposite the medium. We waited some minutes though 
nothing happened; but upon examination, I found that the lighter had 
been moved nearer the center of the table. I now placed with 1 
J.D. W.’s gold cigarette case and again we waited—but without result. 
Frau Silbert now (11:27) resumed her old seat next to me, R. H. and 
J. D. W. going back to their original positions. The medium was again 
in front of the objects under the table. We waited a few minutes and, 
hearing a metallic sound from beneath the table, I picked up the articles 
deposited there and found that J. D. W.’s cigarette case had been 
badly scratched though no writing or words were discernible. 

It was now 11:30 and we decided to close the séance. We were 
told that much better phenomena would be produced after midnight; 
but as we had to rise at four o’clock the next morning in order to get 
to Vienna to catch the Orient Express to London, we reluctantly de- 
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clined. We said aw revoir to the worthy “ Professor Nell” who an- 
swered by means of a number of farewell raps. We said “ Goodnight ” 
to the medium and the various members of the Silbert family and our 
fellow-sitters, all agreeing that we had spent a most interesting and 
pleasant evening. ‘Thermometer at end of sitting: 71° Fahrenheit— 
normal. 

* * * * * 

To those ignorant critics who are continually asserting that “ all 
séances are held in the dark ” the two sittings recorded above would 
have come as a revelation. Except for the episode in the moonlight, the 
illumination was that of an ordinary living room. It is unfortunate 
that, although the lighting conditions are so good, the control is not 
better. It is a great pity that all the phenomena take place beneath the 
table when the illumination 1s good; it is a greater pity that the mani- 
festations we witnessed would not stand the human gaze. It is impos- 
sible properly to control a medium by merely putting one’s foot against 
one of the psychic’s. I have related some of the stories I heard con- 
cerning the amazing phenomena alleged to occur through Frau Silbert 
—but can one always be certain that the observers are not mistaken in 
what they see or hear? The episode of the luminous crystal is a con- 
crete example of what I mean. If I had not demonstrated the fact that 
it was the moon which was flooding the glass ball with light, the incident 
would have been recorded as a wonderful phenomenon, the eye-witnesses 
relating the story in good faith. ‘ Things are not always what they 
seem ” should be inscribed upon the portals of every séance room. The 
vast majority of those interested in the occult will accept a happening 
as supernormal rather than give a little thought as to whether there can 
be a normal explanation. The golden rule for the investigator is not 
to accept any alleged phenomenon as supernormal if, wnder the same 
conditions, a normal explanation can possibly be found for it. It is 
far better to be over cautious than over-credulous: the latter state 
leads you merely into the toils of the charlatans. 

It will be a thousand pities if—ere it is too late—some scientist, or 
scientific society does not take Frau Silbert in hand and investigate her 
phenomena under laboratory conditions. Dr. A. Baron von Schrenck- 
Notzing has, like myself, had a few sittings with her, but he has not 
experimented with her as he has with Eva C. or Willy Schneider. Frau 
Silbert occasionally comes to London where the curious are able to 
witness her phenomena at so much per head.* But unless the medium 


3 At 
An icc 
1926 


the time of writing Frau Silbert is giving séances to press men of London. 
ount of a very typical sitting is published in the Daily News of January 6th, 
Th 


he engraving of articles, flashes from finger-tips, the transit of articles from 
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makes a prolonged stay in London, it is almost impossible for her 
powers to be scientifically tested by a British investigator. To apply 
laboratory methods to the phenomena produced by a medium means 
much time and the services of highly-skilled specialists. Other Conti- 
nental workers have experimented with Frau Silbert in a casual way, 
and with varying results. 

Frau Silbert, in common with most mediums, has been “ exposed ” 
—but it was a ludicrous affair and ended in a fiasco. It is obvious that 
a medium, with a trans-continental reputation, cannot forever refuse 
sittings even to her most active critics. Frau Silbert gave some séances 
to a number of persons in Graz, and during one of the sittings some 
idiot with a perverted sense of “ humor” surreptitiously let off some 
toy torpedoes, the débris from which was afterwards found on the floor 
—Frau Silbert being accused of using these fireworks in order to pro- 
duce her well-known flashes. The practical joker afterwards confessed, 
but not before the incident had done the medium considerable damage. 
Soon after, Professor Benndorf, of Karl Franz University, Graz, in- 
vited Frau Silbert to give the Graz professors a series of sittings under 
rigid scientific laboratory conditions which included a gynecological 
examination of the medium. Frau Silbert refused. As a woman, she 
was justified; as a genuine medium she was not. The refusal seems to 
have nettled the professors, as shortly after Professor Benndorf pub- 
lished in a Graz paper an article consisting of a collection of reports 
from amateurs who had sat with the medium—probably much of it 
hearsay—and of course suitably worked up and embellished for the 
Press, in the way we know so well. Needless to say, the toy torpedo 
yarn occupied a prominent position in the “ story.” From the Graz 
paper, the “ exposure ” was reprinted in the Neue Freie Presse, Vienna. 

Soon after, three gentlemen thought they would write a_ book 
about the physical phenomena of psychical research, with an entire 
chapter on Frau Silbert. In this book* was printed for the third time 
the Graz newspaper article with suitable embellishments appropriate 
to its appearance in book form. Like the proverbial fish story, the ac- 
count of the alleged misdeeds of Frau Silbert lost nothing in the re- 
telling. Baron Klinkowstroem invited the medium to Munich in 1923, 
but she declined. It is very unfortunate that so many mediums refuse 
to sit under scientific conditions. Baron Klinkowstroem is responsible 
for the chapter on Frau Silbert; I understand that he is a believer in 


floor to table, touches under the table, ete., are all described, the reporter remarking: 
“ Personally, I would rather have been under the table than anywhere else. One 
could not help feeling that it was there an investigator was needed.” 

4 Der Physikalische Mediumismus, by Dr. von Gulat-Wellenbiirg, Graf Klinkow- 
stroem, and Dr. Rosenbusch. Berlin, Verlag-Ullstein, 1925, pp. 482-86. 
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the mental phenomena of psychical research. I believe Dr. Rosenbusch 
has never had a sitting with Frau Silbert; nor has Dr. von Gulat- 
Wellenbiirg, though this gentleman had some sittings with Eva C. and 
was impressed—at the time. 

The mediumship of Frau Silbert is well worth the. attention of any 
scientific worker, and I trust that some day the psychic will consent to 
some experiments, to be made under good test conditions. She is very 
willing and affable, and I am sure if it were pointed out to her that it 
is sheer waste of her powers to sit under her present conditions—which 
are quite useless for the acquisition of data—she would realize the 


importance of the contention and submit herself to a really good 
scientific control. 


THE PROBLEM OF MATERIALIZATION, AND 
ITS SIGNIFICANCE 


BY PROF. DR. KARL GRUBER, MUNICH 


SPECIALLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE JOURNAL; AND TRANSLATED 
From THE OrIGINAL GERMAN By Loutsa W. RHINE 


Probably none other of the many problems which the entire complex 
of parapsychological phenomena raises is so significant in the formation 
of a scientific viewpoint as is that of materialization. I include in this 
also the phenomena of telekenesis, for we now know definitely that the 
larger part of telekinetic phenomena depend upon the activity of mate- 
rializations that are formed outside of the body of the person investi- 
gated. And even if the motive force has not as yet appeared in a 
definite, visible and tangible form, according to our most recent knowl- 
edge it is still safe to assume that even this invisible force presents the 
same fundamental properties that would be displayed by a real materi- 
alization, arising in progressive stages. We all know the indistinguish- 
able transition stages of the invisible emanations, as they progress from 
mere misty masses to the highly condensed productions of psycho- 
physical phenomena. We must determine also, generally speaking, 
what scientific significance is to be attributed to the fact that a force 
operates outside the human body, but still in a definite relation to it, 
showing physical as well as biological properties; a force, moreover, 
which in the majority of cases appears to have nothing to do with the 
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conscious psychic state of the medium out of whom it arises, and which 
is expressed normally perhaps in the life processes within the human 
body. It is only under definite exceptional conditions, doubtless, that 
its organizing and creative activity demonstrates itself outside of the 
human body. What kind of a power is it? Can we determine its 
composition? Are the organs of the human body concerned in its 
manifestation, and if so, which ones? Where must the causes for its 
extension out of the human body be sought? What are the relations 
between this force, its arrangement for activity in space, and the 
accompanying psychical power? These are only a few of the questions 
which materialization phenomena raise—questions which first limit 
themselves in the main to the phenomena themselves, but which neces- 
sarily must be close to other problems of a general biological nature. 
The objection will be raised that the question cannot be tied up with 
phenomena which have not been generally accepted by science. To that 
I answer: If we were to wait until all scientific critics were to declare 
themselves persuaded, we should never make any progress in the knowl- 
edge of significant life processes. There is an overpowering fallacy for 
exactness, which leads a great number of skeptics to the standpoint 
that they will be convinced (and then, only perhaps,) when they them- 
selves with their own clumsy hands have seized and crushed a mate- 
rialized form, or when they have prepared it according to all the rules 
of their technique, and fixed and stained it and put it under the 
microscope. Since these conditions, by the very nature of the phenom- 
ena, can scarcely be expected ever to be fulfilled, these over-skeptical 
individuals will probably linger in their self-willed ignorance, forever. 
And on that account we who, by careful and patient effort, have 
recognized the validity of these natural phenomena, have the right—yes, 
the duty—to form a conclusive scientific concept out of the recognized 
fundamental facts which have arisen from individual phenomena, ‘There 
may be many hypotheses possible. But as scientific investigators we 
know that we are not to be pushed to a final conclusive explanation 
until we have made vigorous attempts to find out the truth, and after 
we have traced out all the relationships and united them into a whole. 
We want our observations to be based upon firm fundamental prin- 
ciples. On that account we must limit our material by a selection of 
the most suitable. This selected fraction, however, consists of proven 
facts! It is not necessary for us to investigate all the possible types of 
the materialization process, and it will be sufficient if we point out a 
few clear examples of the essentials and fundamentals of these puzzling 
natural phenomena. I shall therefore limit myself still further. I shall 
rely in the main only upon observation and experience, and I will point 
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out only phenomena which I have observed myself, with the exception 
of a few proofs and investigations of the late Fritz Griinewald. ‘These 
experiences of mine I obtained with the two brilliant mediums, Willy 
and Rudi Schneider, and with one other, a professional magician. No 


phenomena from the latter individual, however, will be reported here, 
because this man was guilty of many fraudulent maneuvers in addition 
to his real mediumistic phenomena; and further, because the material 
collected from him is still in the hands of Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing, 
and subject to his editing. I must not fail to express my sincere thanks 
to Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing for the opportunity, as his constant 
assistant, to secure a fundamental glimpse into the world of phenomena 
of physical mediumship. 

Now from the physiological and biological standpoint, where is 
the fundamental deviation of materialization processes, from the well- 
known biological ones? First of all, it is in this: That outside of the 
human body and without visible connection with it, yet in a definite 
relation to it, fields of force arise within which action can be produced 
that is perceptible to our senses and detectable by physical apparatus; 
action which is changeable, mechanical, chemical, electro-magnetic, etc. 
The simplest telekinetic manifestations may become more complex and 
progress to an ever more puzzling type of phenomenon. In the pro- 
duction of these phenomena within the hypothetical field of force, real, 
tangible, sentient forces arise, by a process apparently analogous to 
that of biological generation. These forms are endowed with the 
properties of life. In appearance and function they imitate real bodily 
parts. Indeed, in the progressive changes which convert the initial 
amorphous and uncondensed substance into its final well-organized 
form, an impression of actual identity with living beings having human 
organs, is given. (‘Though hand-like forms are the most often produced, 
whole human forms sometimes arise). The problem is first of all to be 
attacked in those manifestations and activities which occur outside of 
the body, for in those cases in which teleplastic masses adhere to the 
body of the medium we can go back to the phenomena complex of 
hysteria as a sufficient basis for our understanding of the facts. The 
characteristics of hysteria in human beings depend on the fact that 
organic changes of a thorough-going kind can be produced indepen- 
dently of the will of the individual by means of an unconscious sug- 
gestion, and without material cause such as injection, intoxication, 
wounding, ete. In that fact we have the possibility of finding a way 
to an understanding of those different teleplastic separations which 
form directly on the body of the medium (Eva C., Stanislawa P., Frau 
Vollhardt, ete). This, however would not be in any way an explanation 
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of the phenomena. Naturally there is something very puzzling here, 
such as the speed of appearance and of disappearance, the autonomic 
versatility of the forms, their efforts to differentiate themselves out of 
their amorphous condition into objective creations, thinking beings. I 
would like to refer, here, to my notice in “* Psychische Studien ” (1924, 
No. 11) in which were reported spontaneous teleplastic phenomena in 
nervous individuals. 

I repeat that the most profitable point of departure for the investi- 
gation of the genesis, morphology and physiology of teleplastic phe- 
nomena related to the human body is to be found in neurology, psycho- 
pathology and psychiatry. Now, however, we come to manifestations 
of power external to the body and to materializations. It must be 
expressly emphasized that “external to the body,” and “bound up 
with the body,” is only an arbitrary separation called out in the 
interests of investigational method, for the clarification of the problem. 
In reality a materialization in direct contact or relation with the 
medium corresponds to an independent one; but, as already emphasized, 
it is more difficult for us to reach an understanding of an apparently 
independent exterior materialization. However, we must go forward 
step by step, and penetrate with caution a field so filled with puzzles as 
this in which our problems lie. We must also seek, through a constant 
consideration of the whole phenomena complex, to answer one question 
after another. Accordingly, we will begin here with the problem of the 
manifestation of a force external to the body. 

The existence of a force related to man, but extending itself beyond 
the possible sensual range of the body and its organs, and which can 
be recognized in the active or sending state as well as in the passive or 
receiving one, is already well known as a characteristic fundamental 
feature of the subjective phenomena of parapsychology, transcending 
time and space in the form of telepathy and clairvoyance. It is a 
typical characteristic of human endeavor at scientific evaluation, to 
attempt to force as much as possible those phenomena which are still 
unexplained, into the already existing laws. Thus some still attempt, 
Baerwald’ for instance, to explain the phenomena of clairvoyance as 
far as possible on a basis of hyperesthesia of the senses. This inter- 
pretation collapses at once, however, when the distance between the 
object and the clairvoyant exceeds the possible range of the senses. In 
these cases one is immediately led on to the illustration of telepathy 
only a short time ago denied, yet recognized today. However, when 
one admits telepathy, one recognizes one of the most characteristic 





1R. Baerwald: Die intellektuellen Phinomene. M. Dessoir: Der Okkultismus 
Urkunden, Berlin, 1925. Verlag Ullstein. 
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and, among scientific men, the most controverted phenomena of para- 
psychology—human action at a distance. One seeks at once, naturally, 
for analogies to other groups of natural phenomena and thinks to find 
them first of all in the electric waves which are used in wireless tele- 
graphy and radio. One speaks of “ sender” and “ receiver,” of rays, 
of waves, and of vibrations which go out from the human brain, in order 
to save for materialism as much as possible of the world of phenomena 
menaced by the psychical. We forget too easily, however, that we can 
only draw an external analogy, that still nothing is said which really 
brings to bear a real comparison with psychic phenomena occurring 
at a distance; that one as yet only dare say that an unknown force is 
operating between men, without regard to distance, and that it pro- 
duces a connection between them so that the mental content of one man 
can be carried over to another, or drawn or received by one man from 
another. Under what conditions this connection is operative, whether 
it exists all the time and between all people, whether the rare instances 
of the perception of such transfers are to be sought only in the spon- 
taneous cases (hypnosis, somnambulism, emotion) or only with mediums 
or sensitives, are questions on which we have only begun to approach an 
understanding. 

On this occount I have enlarged upon the subject of telepathy. I 
wished to show that the phenomena of human action at a distance in 
the form of telekinesis and materialization can no longer be excluded 
a priori from recognition by science; for here in telepathy, as also in 
telekinesis or materialization, it is a question of the influence of a 
psychic force over the human body. Without further analogies I will 
turn to the consideration of electrical technique bearing on the question. 
It should have been mentioned before that some have compared telep- 
athy with the wireless carrying of sound in radio. The electric energy 
sent across the distance in the latter case, however, along with sub- 
jective sound perception can produce an objective movement of objects, 
such as we see in ships operated at a distance by electricity; this 
reminds us of telekinesis. Perhaps the comparison is somewhat imper- 
fect, however, since the electric waves which come in out of the distance 
do not move an inaminate object, as in telekinesis a table etc., is moved. 
But an analogous electric phenomenon exists in especially constructed 
apparatus which produces movement through mechanical devices. It 
will, however, certainly not be denied by any technician that in principle 
at least it may be possible so to concentrate electrical energy on a 
distant point that movement will be called forth, of any object 
whatsoever. 


Movement at a distance through psycho-physical power need not be 
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so difficult for our imagination to grasp. It may most easily be con- 
ceived as due to a projection of power into some part of the room, such 
as the neighborhood of the table, etc. as the case may be. Such types 
of phenomena as Griinewald* received with Johanssen in his laboratory 
experiments with mediums, induction of electric coils, deviation of a 
magnetic needle, magnetic effects at a distance, etc. are in this class, as 
are also raps in the neighborhood of the medium, etc. The real problem 
begins when this power operating at a distance concentrates itself into 
material forms, into forms which show !'fe, and purposive, intelligent, 
articulated functions, so that in their ultimate phase of development 
they produce an imitation of the human body, especially of single ones 
of its organs. At this point we are forced to assume that along with 
the physical power sent out from the medium, there is also a vital 
component imbued with the specific properties of life. Further, this 
vital component does not pretend to an indefinite kind of autonomous 
but unclassified life phenomena, but it is connected with, and uses, an 
entirely definite, purposive, organizing, even creative principle.  Th« 
advocates of the hypothesis of telepathy, such as Schrenck-Notzing, 
Geley, Richet, etc., say openly that under the influence of a medium an 
unnamed vital substance expresses a definite idea, a personation, or 
an imagination, outside of the body. We are reminded at once of 


Driesch’s* vitalistic conception of the operating of an organizing, 
creating force in self-developing and _ self-formed bodies of (living) 
individuals, which he calls “ Entelechy.” In his opinion this rules over 
all the organic processes which go on in the mechanism of a living 
organism. It is to be understood without anything further that Driesch 
stands with the whole weight of his scientific personality for the genuine- 
ness of parapsychic phenomena. 


In order to give a clear example of the problem I shall make a 
report of my experiences in the sittings with the Schneider brothers, 
especially with Willy, whose ability I had opportunity to study in over 
sixty sittings. I was in almost direct contact with the person of the 
medium, for I controlled his hands and feet in the manner described in 
Schrenck-Notzing’s work. This method was used in order to adjust 
at once the psychic rapport of the trance personality (spirit control) 
and the circle. Parts of my experiences are to be found in Schrenck 
Notzing’s work* as well as in my own book.® Another part, of 

“F. Griinewald: Ferromagnetische Erscheinungen. Psych. Studien 1922, No 

3H. Driesch: Parapsychologie und anerkennte Wissenschaft. Hochland, 192: 


1 


* Schrenck-Notzing: Experimente der Fermbewegung 1924. Union Deutsch 
Verlaggesellschaft. 
5H. Gruber: Parapsychologische Erkentnisse. Studien 1925. Frei Markem Verlag 
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more recent origin, will appear in the next edition of Schrenck- 
Notzing’s work. 

The thing which makes Willy so exceptionally valuable as a research 
object is his absolute subjection to control conditions, as has been 
emphasized by Prof. Thirring.® These control conditions have grad- 
ually become built up so carefully by Schrenck-Notzing that in his 
sittings with Willy the hypothesis of fraud must be entirely excluded. 
First of all, the person in control in these sittings had the opportunity 
of studying undisturbed the entire process of the simultaneous psychic 
rapport with the trance personalities (“* Minna,” “ Otto” etc). One 
could direct one’s attention to the psycho-physical happenings and 
need waste no energy making certain of the control. 

How remarkably the telekinetic power now expressed itself with 
Willy! It must be said that the movement took place in an entirely 
distinct manner. The first visible manifestation was the entrance into 
trance, the appearance of “control spirits,” as well as the stage of 
emanation in which the force manifested itself outside of the body of 
the medium. If we attempt to describe the entire occurrence as a 
finished happening from the point of view of the person in control, in 
rapport with the intelligence and in bodily contact with the research 
person, and if we would include the related phenomena which might seem 
unimportant, but which are in reality essential for the complete picture, 
then we must begin with entrance into trance. 

The semicircular chain is formed, on which at one end the leader 
of the investigation sits, while I am at the opposite end, grasping the 
hands of the medium and with my knees enclosing his legs. The white 
light gives place to red, then a few minutes pass and I feel a slight 
trembling coming over Willy which gradually increases; or in other 
eases a sudden convulsion of the arms of the medium sets in. I am 
impressed by the fact that the manner of trance entrance, as well as the 
bodily movements of the medium during the trance phenomena, espe- 
cially those of the hands, is characteristic, and remains so for each 
different intelligence which announces itself as operator. Shortly after 
its entrance the operator announces itself, at first as “ Minna,” then 
as in the reports of Price and Thirring as “ Otto.” I now have to 
explain myself to him and to carry over his wishes to the investigator. 
Many interesting things might be reported from my rapport experi- 
ences concerning this intelligence “ Otto” but that would take time 
and does not really belong to our theme. 

The entrance of the intelligence marks the real beginning of develop- 


ments. ‘Thus far we have had only such phenomena as are given in a 


Journal, A. S. P. R., December, 1925. 
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school psychology. Henceforth we are up against new and still unex- 
plored processes. The emanation of the unknown substance then 
follows, faster or slower, stronger or weaker, according to the dis- 
position of the medium, or the presence of helping or hindering influ- 
ences. This puzzling power or substance or fluid forms the basic 
material for the expression of telekinetic power and the formation of 
materializations. 'To prove that the emanation of a definite sensitive 
substance or power from the body of the medium in the direction of 
the research field does occur, we have made a series of different kinds 
of observations with Willy. 

1. Sensitive sitters in the circle assert that they have seen a 
luminous, gaseous emanation which originates from Willy’s right 
side, from the back or the region of the hips, towards the re- 
search field. 

2. Unexpected intervention with the hand in the neighborhood 
of the emanation, but not visible to the medium, is answered by a 
strong retching reaction from Willy. A sudden strong illumi- 
nation produces a similar reaction. 

3. The controller has had frequently, on his left leg which 
limits Willy’s extremities towards the research field, a feeling of 
cold, just as if a stream of cold air struck him over the knees, 
calf or foot. 

4. After a strenuous sitting the medium often complains of 
a pain in his right side. 

On the fact of the emanation of the fluid substance from the body 
of the medium, it is not to be doubted that the liberating causes are 
still completely unknown, as is also the place of origin in the body, the 
nature of the relationship, and the physiological processes of con- 
version to which the substance owes its origin. It is already plainly 


indicated, however, that the sympathetic nervous system plays a signif- 
icant role. More recent observations and investigations which I have 


made but which as yet are not ripe for speech, give these assumptions 
a great likelihood. 

The substance now, after its emergence from the body, accumulates 
itself in the research field. It seeks the darkest places, and those best 
protected from contact ; for example, under the small table, or especially 
behind the curtain of the empty cabinet. Observations which are signif- 
icant to the presence of the power show at the same time indications of 
one or another of its several properties. For example, if one makes an 
unexpected intrusion with hand or foot into the field of activity, even 
though not visible to the medium, he answers with a more or less ward- 
ing-off reaction of retching, etc. This shows a similarity to what has 
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been reported numberless times by other mediums, and which by the 
superficial has so often been designated as “ theatrical,” according to 
the trick of standard skepticism. This is, however, an unquestionable 
sensibility of the field of activity, a sensibility which accumulates exter- 
nally, yet belongs to the medium. But what does this fact mean, which 
indirectly confirms the old idea of de Rochas and Durvilles? Sensibility 
is a property of living substance; therefore this externally stored-up 
fluid substance must possess a living component, which in turn is related 
somehow to the nervous system of the medium. This relation, or 
connection, is invisible to our normal eyes, nevertheless it is present, for 
I have ascertained it again and again. Each intervention into the 
field of activity produced the same bodily reaction in Willy. This fluid 
substance is accompanied by intelligence. It does not stream out at 
random into any place. As mentioned before, it seeks protected places 
within the field of activity. The trance personality itself, in the case 
of Willy, as I could determine, being always in contact with “ Otto,” 
definitely governs the localization, the direction of movement and the 
concentrating of the fluid efflorescence. 

The fluid efflorescence 





also called primordial substance (Geley)— 
whose nature we have just been discussing, displays a group of funda- 
mental properties which give us an idea of the puzzling ground-material 
of materialization, which up to the present has not been understood. 
We are reminded, as mentioned before, of the exteriorization of sensi- 
bility (de Rochas) and of the problem of doubles and bilocations. 
The astral body of the theosophic and spiritualistic conception, belongs 
here also. We as biologists at first hold ourselves far from any theo- 
retical explanation in a definite direction, and see in the fluid efflores- 
cence only a substance endowed with the properties of life, which must 
be essentially the same as the living substance of the human body. The 
purely mechanical cell theory of life receives an annihilating blow 
through materialization, since then life can exist without being bound 
down to cells, and can express itself at least momentarily, in movement, 
sensitivity and form building. Although a living, tangible form or 
organ can become real for a short time out of an amorphous ground- 
substance, in order to flow apart again just as quickly, apparently into 
nothing, it has only a longer duration when it is tied up with the cell 
mechanisms and their activity, in visible life. The living substance 
issues forth in the dark, from human bodies, freed for a short time 
from its cell connections. Should we be surprised that it is irritated 
by light, or that it seeks quiet? Do not most sprouting and develop- 
mental processes go on in the dark? 


But we shall go yet further into the processes of the development 
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of materialization. The first phase which would be observed with Willy, 
was the weak telekinetic one 





-the movement of small masses of light 
substances by an evident power. Here belong the weaker wavings of 
cabinet curtains, the movement of the tip of the towel hanging over th: 
red lamp, or of the table cloth on the little table in the center of the 
research field, both of which moved as if in the path of a definitely 
directed air current. The movement was determined, but at first no 
moving agent was seen. The material force was not thickened enough 
as yet to be visible either directly or as a shadow. It was however 
already concentrated at a definite place, since these small movements 
were either asked for by the research director or announced by the 
intelligence. This phase may constitute the entire phenomenon type of 
the evening, in weak sittings. It is then spoken of as an “ almost 
negative ” sitting, and it is forgotten that from a biological viewpoint, 
intelligent movement called forth at will from even an object of light 
weight, by an invisible power going out parapsychically from a medium, 
is a phenomenon pretty widely removed from our orthodox scientific 
ideas. The problem of movement at a distance by a force external to 
the body is herewith unfolded. It is self-evident that in such a sitting 
all precautions must be used to exclude blowing with the mouth, or 
producing a favorable air stream in any other way. 

Although so far we cannot speak of real materializations, the next 
phase goes farther into this most important phenomenon complex. It 
shows itself first, for example, when before the movement of the table 
cover on the table in red light, a grey shadowy something hovers over 
it. Or as I observed in other cases, a lobed form moved itself quickly 
from below toward an end of the table cloth, raised it in the air, and 
then just as quickly disappeared into nothing. Thus we are able to 
distinguish forms which even already in outline give the idea of hand- 
like seizing organs. But these forms are still quite flat with lobed edges 
and only their centers were so thickened that they gave the impression 
of a bright lining over a black shadow, the boundary parts being still 
transparent and flowing. The power of the form at this early stage, 
to produce movement at a distance, was still small; its application 
to heavy objects led to no visible movement and resulted only in the 
dispersal of the creative product. 

The following questions arise: Why does the materialized form so 
often remain at the stage described here? Where are the causes to be 
found to account for the fact that the intelligence so often does not 
succeed in realizing completely the idea of a seizing organ (a hand), 
but remains instead in the form of a still partly liquid, partly gaseous, 
deliquescent creation? We may speak of the weaker powers of the 
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medium, of limitations of internal or external nature, but we do not 
know the reason that a creative process can sometimes only work itself 
out in its indefinite outline, and remain definitely in this preliminary 
stage. For Willy, the main difficulty seems to lie in making his mate- 
rializations complete, for strong separations of power from his body 
in a real materialization are accompanied by pressings, cramped 
twitchings and groanings. If the materialization of a definite form is 
once reached, however, the strong bodily reactions which accompany 
its production abate. One can then say “ the game is won,” for then 
during the rest of the course of the sitting, one powerful materialization 
after the other follows. 

With our present scant knowledge of the actuality of this phenom- 
enon of nature produced in the materialization process, it is necessary 
for us to draw also upon apparently insignificant secondary observa- 
tions for the completion of the picture. A few such observations which 
I as the control could make regularly, will therefore be entered here. 
For instance, one could prove that the sensitiveness of the research 
field to light and interference was quite proportional. It is quite 
possible, if one can so imagine it, that at first the fluid substance is 
spread out widely in the field of activity, and the exteriorized sensi- 
bility also occupies a wide space. But now the substance concentrates 
itself into a definite form, to which the diffuse matter streams in from 
the different sides. The rest of the space is thereby freed from this 
material and thereby loses its sensitivity. But with the increased stage 
of the formation of the figure, its own sensitivity decreases. A form 
in the partly transparent stage could never be exposed long to light. 
Its movements were like a timid stealing out of a darkened into a 
lighted room. It gave one the impression that something living was 
lying there which customarily was withdrawn from light, from contact, 
and from the sight of man. Lying there free and unprotected in the 
light and under the gazes from which it shrank, it melted away under 
these influences. The finished materialization on the other hand showed 
itself in the light, to the scrutiny of human eyes, even to light contacts, 
although, as is generally known, materialized forms do seek to cover 
themselves by the use of a convenient cloth, or sometimes through self- 
materialized garments. One has to assume that in a fully materialized 
form an external layer has arisen which can withstand the activity of 
light and of contact. The formation stage is delicate, sensitive, volatile, 
shy; the completed stage has set up a protective layer against outside 
influences. Is there not a parallel here also, with the natural processes 
of embryonic development? 


[To be continued | 














A TYROLEAN NIGHT'S ENTERTAINMENT 


BY HARRY PRICE 


Foreign Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 


During my recent trip to Vienna, on my first investigation as 
Foreign Research Officer to the American Society for Psychical Re- 
search, I broke my journey at Innsbruck in order to ascertain whether 
the Tyrol boasted of any mediums. 

They take only a very mild interest in matters psychic in the Tyrol. 
At Innsbruck I found there was a small Spiritualist circle which met at 
infrequent intervals; and at Hall, a few miles out of the town, there 
lives a physical medium with whom I could not get in touch owing to 
his absence from home. But if there were no mediums in Innsbruck, 
there were mystifiers and mysteries—one of which I solved. 

One would have thought that if one place on this earth more than 
another was free from guile, that place would be Innsbruck where can 
be seen Nature in its most sublime—and sometimes most terrible 
aspects; and where man, and the works of man, seem small and mean 
indeed. One would expect the truth at a place like Innsbruck, where 
the mountains, with their sheer precipices, thousands of feet high, seem 
only waiting for a favorable opportunity to topple over and bury the 
town. But it was at Innsbruck that I experienced one of the most 
curious deceptions I have ever encountered. 

At a beer-hall or wein-stube there was billed to appear during my 
stay a company of “ Tyrolean peasants” (who I afterwards found 
were natives of Czecho-Slovakia), who for three nights were going to 
entertain the simple folk of Innsbruck with “ mirth, music, and 
miracles ” (wunderwerk). As I would go a considerable distance to 
see a “miracle,” the first night found me an early visitor at a table, 
within twelve feet of the low platform on which the “ peasants ” wer 
going to entertain. The price of admission was one Austrian schilling 
(714d.), “ mit Bier.” 

The performers numbered five, all men, and dressed in the old and 
picturesque costumes of the Tyrolean mountaineers. The “ back 
cloth,” hung on the wall at the end of the room, represented an exte- 
rior resembling a Swiss chalet, familiar to most of my readers, In front 
of the cloth was an ordinary wooden table, at which sat the men with 
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a huge jug from which they frequently took copious draughts of amber- 
colored Pilsner. No “ properties,” except a sort of wooden sentry-box 
(which I will describe later), were visible. Truly, I thought, a very 
mundane setting for wonders which were advertised as tibernatiirlich. 

I will pass over the first part of the programme, which consisted 
of some really excellent music on guitars, zithers, accordeons, etc., 
which accompanied their jodels: songs common among the Swiss and 
Tyrolese shepherds. During the interval the wonder-workers, though 
admittedly aw fait with the “ other world,” apparently were in no hurry 
to go there, and very methodically passed the hat round; after which 
very material proceeding the entertainment was resumed. 

When the hat been emptied and the beer-jug replenished, the leader 
of the party announced that one of his assistants had been gifted by 
Nature with powers which enabled him to read a person’s thoughts 
“even at a distance ;” to decipher sealed messages without seeing them ; 
to find stolen property; to discover hidden treasure, minerals, etc; to 
tell a person’s past and future, etc., etc. In fact, this miracle-monger 
could do anything, apparently except raise himself from the level of a 
fifth-rate beer-house performer. I awaited his act with interest, espe- 
cially as the assistant (who turned out to be the accordeon player) 
looked anything but psychic. 

The leader of the troupe then informed us (in German, English, 
and Italian), that he would blindfold his assistant who would then 
proceed to read the number of any watch while the case remained closed, 
the contents of a sealed letter, etc; and asked for tests. About fifty 
persons at once shouted that they had something for the mind-reader. 
The leader pointed out that time did not permit of offering more than a 
few tests; and for the first experiment a young girl of about fourteen 
years of age, with flaxen hair and innocent-looking blue eyes, who 
was seated with her father and mother at the next table to mine, 
would be selected. I will add parenthetically that I had my watch on 
my table waiting for its number to be read, but the leader passed me by. 

The young girl at the next table had in her hand an unopened 
letter, which she informed the audience had “ just come ” by post, and 
that the sender was unknown to her. I could see the address was type- 
written. After these particulars had been explained to the audience, 
the assistant on the “ stage ” was then asked to do his best in reading 
the contents of the unopened letter. Without the least hesitation and 
vith no word’s being spoken by the leader, the wizard on the platform 
stated that the letter had been posted at Salzburg, and was sent by a 
girl named Anna to her friend Theresa. The letter was typewritten, 
and the clairvoyant “ got an impression ” that it was sent to Theresa 
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thanking her for her kindness during a week-end visit. The leader 
then stated that he would have the letter opened and his assistant’s 
words verified. Before the letter was handed over to the leader, I asked 
that I might be allowed to examine it—a request that met with instant 
compliance. I carefully inspected the post-mark, stamps, and envelope, 
but could find nothing wrong with them. The letter was posted at 
Salzburg (99 miles from Innsbruck) the previous day, by the early 
morning collection, and I thought it curious that it should have taken 
nearly two days to reach the recipient, as the reader will recollect that 
Theresa had “only just” received it. But I made no comment, as 
anything can happen in Austria. I was convinced that the envelope 
had not been tampered with, and that I beheld the original sealing. 
The contents of the letter were read, and the little maiden blushingly 
acknowledged that everything the clairvoyant had said was correct—at 
which there was terrific applause, tattoos on tables with beer-mugs, etc, 

I pondered over the experiment with mixed feelings. My first 


thoughts were, of course, that the “ test ” was a “ frame up,” and that 


‘ >] 


collusion accounted for the seeming “ miracle,” which was greater than 
any accomplished by Stephan Ossowiecki, Bert Reese, or Ludwig 
Kahn. I repeat that I thought confederacy accounted for the phenom- 
enon, but a glance at Theresa’s innocent blue eyes and the stolid 
countenances of her parents, partly reassured me. 

The next test was given by an ex-soldier of one of the old Austrian 
regiments. It seems that during the Great War, false teeth (both 
upper and lower sets) were made up—I was informed—in a series of 
fittings ; numbered, embossed with the royal eagle, given out to the men 
who needed them, and regularly inspected with the rest of the soldier’s 
kit. Our particular soldier had had an upper set presented to him 
(perhaps for good conduct), and he asked the clairvoyant if he could 
tell the number of it. Instantly came the reply, No. 5,434, Series No. 
48B. The soldier acknowledged the correctness of the reply, removed 
his teeth, and passed them round for inspection, My theory of collusion 





until after the next test. 
After the soldier had replaced his teeth, the manager then “ ac- 


was becoming more firmly established 


cepted ” (he had refused quite a number of tests during his progress 


round the room) a small parcel which looked like a book, from a benev-, 


olent-looking old gentleman, who apparently was well known among 
the audience as he was hailed with cheers and cries of delight. 
Curiously enough, I had seen this man earlier in the day driving a 





procession of young boys through the town—evidently a school-master. 
At last, I thought, here is a genuine test, free from the taint of 
collusion. 
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The parcel the schoolmaster held up (the manager never touched 
an article until after the conclusion of the experiment), looked like 
a flat octavo book, about 8” x 5", done up in a brown paper parcel and 
tied with string. He held the parcel above his head and requested the 
seer to tell him the contents. The fact that the assistant was blind- 
folded made no impression upon me. It is practically impossible to 
blindfold a person properly without employing drastic methods; but I 
certainly was curious as to how the “ clairvoyant” was going to see 
the contents of the parcel. The assistant admitted that the problem 
was a tough one, and insisted that the jug be replenished. After a long 
pull at the contents, he said he thought he could manage it, and pro- 
ceeded to become “ very entranced” as the manager put it; but this 
part of the performance was not at all convincing, though perhaps 
good showmanship. If the beer consumed during the séance had con- 
tained more than about 2% of alcohol, all the performers would have 
been “‘ entranced ” long before they arrived at the second half of the 
entertainment. 

After some minutes’ silence on the part of the seer, he announced 
that he could see a number of people, mostly Ausldndisch (foreign), 
eating a meal. After describing other “ scenes ” and “ visions,” he at 
last told us that the parcel contained a number of forms which for- 
eigners at Austrian hotels have to fill up for the police—the last thing 
in the world a schoolmaster would be likely to possess, Thereupon the 
Oberlehrer gracefully admitted that the parcel did contain police-forms 
(which he handed round), borrowed for the experiment from the 
friendly proprietor of a Kosthaus (boarding house). 

A storm of applause greeted the result of the experiment, which 
of course entitled the chief actor to more liquid refreshment. But I 
confess it left me more puzzled than ever. Of course I was convinced 
that the whole affair was trickery from start to finish, but—except 
for collusion—I had no theory how it was done that would cover the 
conditions. And I could not bring myself to believe that the headmaster 
of a school, holding a responsible position among young boys, would 
be willing to play into the hands of an itinerant mountebank. I mar- 
shalled my knowledge of the various codes—silent (visual), talking, and 
electrical (telephonic or wireless), used in acts of this description: but 
none would fit in with the conditions, and one could hardly see across 
the room for smoke. The Zancigs and Zomahs were not “ in it ” with 
the simple “ Tyrolean peasants ”! Frankly, I was nonplussed, and was 
becoming impressed with the apparent skill of the troupe. 

For the next experiment, a slight wooden “ sentry-box,” open on 
one side only, and just large enough to contain a man, was dragged 
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to the center of the platform, with the closed side towards the audience. 
Into the box, the assistant, still blindfolded, was placed. For the test, 
the leader accepted a closed bag from what proved to be a chemical 
student at the University—or I was told he was. There was no mistake 
about his being a typical student; he had the usual scar across his 
cheek acquired by a fortunate (these students think it an honor if 
they are “ wounded ”) slash at a recent Mensur or students’ combat. 
The manager did not touch the bag, but asked the hidden assistant to 
name the contents. This he very quickly did, saying it was a gaseous 
chemical compound (I could not catch the name), contained in a large 
bottle. To prove it, the student opened his bag, pulled out a large 
amber-colored bottle and removed the cork. Consternation! <A succes- 
sion of coughs, tears, and sneezes proved the correctness of the seer’s 
answer, and a radius of several yards round the student was filled 
with an indignant crowd using their handerchiefs, or what did duty 
for them. Those who were near the poison-gas were indignant; those 
farther away were amused. Fortunately, being at the front of the 
room, I was one of the amused. 

Two or three other tests concluded the performance, A local grocer 
(and hailed as such), brought a bottle of fruits, wrapped in paper. 
The answer given was the correct one, with the added information that 
the fruits were packed by Eisler, of Vienna. An old lady with a shaw! 
round her head wanted to know the number of her watch. Answer: 
“The watch is a cheap one, and has no number.” Right. This last 
test ended a very interesting entertainment. 

I left the stuwbe with the great mystery still unsolved. I was con- 
vinced that the persons (if confederates), who received tests were not 
of the ordinary type of “ assistant.”” They were quite unlike the usual 
** floor-workers,” “ boosters,” or “ horses” attached to some similar 
shows, and I was awake half the night trying to worry the matter out. 
I could not bring myself to believe that the benevolent-looking Ober- 
lehrer, or the flaxen-haired Theresa, with the innocent blue eyes were 
..... And here I at last fell asleep. 


* * * * * 


The next evening found me among the first to pay my schilling for 
the entertainment; in fact, I was the first to enter the stube, where I 
found the iibernatiirlich accordeon-player in the far-from-supernatural 
occupation of sanding the floor. If I had discovered him laying down 
telephone wires, or installing a radio apparatus, I should have been 
better pleased. Soon after, the remainder of the troupe came in, and 
I think I detected a look of surprise on the face of the leader. He 
must have noticed my watch on the table in front of me. 
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The rapid filling of the room was accompanied by the still more 
rapid filling of the beer-mugs and the waiter’s journey to the platform 
with the huge glass jug almost bursting with the quantity of Pilsner 
it contained. 

The musical portion of the entertainment was concluded sooner 
than on the previous evening, and the “clairvoyant” started busi- 
ness just before nine o’clock. Again the manager refused to take my 
watch as a test (I noticed he had glanced at it several times during 
the previous hour), saying he would “see me later.” He did, but 
not in the way he meant! The blindfolded assistant started off by 
naming the number of an Austrian Alpine Club ticket in a sealed 
envelope, handed up by a man whom I took to be some sort of railway 
official. Then he gave the correct number of cigarettes in a closed 
cigarette-case (and the owner’s initials on the inside of the case), 
and several other tests—all correct. And the recipients of the tests 
were not the same people who had had tests on the previous evening, 
and were obviously persons of good standing in the town, and quite 
above (one would have thought) being parties to a swindle. 

I left the room about ten o’clock just as perplexed as I had been 
on the previous evening. I had one theory only as to how the tricks 
(I was still convinced that they were tricks) were worked—and that 
seemed preposterous. Then I thought I would try and have a chat 
with the manager of the “ act,” but on consideration I doubted if he 
would tell me anything. I even mentally calculated the cost of getting 
the troupe to England if I could persuade myself that the show was 
genuine—even genuine trickery. And if the “ phenomena” were real 
—what a “ find ” for the National Laboratory of Psychical Research! 

As it was rather too early for me to go back to my hotel, I turned 
in at a large café garden on the beautiful Maria Theresienstrasse for 
a cup of coffee. I had been there nearly an hour, listening to the 
music, when suddenly I heard sounds of laughter behind me (I had 
my back to the entrance to the garden). The laughter sounded a 
little familiar; so turning, I beheld to my amazement the manager of 
the “* Tyrolean peasants ” (but shorn of his glory in the shape of the 
picturesque Tyrolean costume) with a number of the persons whose 
“tests? had proved so interesting. The secret was out! Each 
“guest ” was equipped with a mug of beer in front of him—except the 
manager, who had apparently brought his big jug with him. The 
young chemical student was there talking and laughing with the fair 
(but frail!) Theresa, whose blue eyes seemed less innocent-looking than 
on the previous evening, though her parents were as stolid as ever. The 
benevolent-looking Oberlehrer was apparently telling a good story to 
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the railway official and everyone appeared to be enjoying himself. By 
the time I had recovered from my surprise, the manager of the troupe 
had seen me, and I think that the astonishment was mutual. He stared 
at me for some few seconds, when I slowly withdrew my watch from 
my pocket and dangled it on its chain in front of him. This was too 
much for him. He burst out laughing and, excusing himself, came over 
tome. He told me, in excellent English (but with an American accent), 
that if I would wait for a few minutes, he would send his “ party ” off, 
and have a chat. His method of getting rid of his useful “ assistants ” 
was by having their mugs refilled and telling them to hurry up. This 
they did, and we were soon by ourselves. 

After his big glass jug had been replenished (this time at my 
expense), he unburdened himself. To make it easier for him I told 
him that whether the phenomena were real or otherwise, I was “in the 
profession ” either way, and any secrets he might entrust to me would 
be sacred. He said he had no secrets, with which statement I was by 
then in entire agreement. I asked him how he succeeded in getting such 
a good class of “ booster” for his entertainment, and he told me he 
had not the slightest trouble in getting all the people he wanted. A 
few complimentary tickets and a promise of “free beer” procured 
for him all the assistants necessary, and they invariably came from 
the middle, or upper middle classes. He always preceded his show by 
a day or two before it was billed to open, and at once visited the cafés, 
etc., where he found all the material he required. He said the Church 
looked askance at the real phenomena (which he had seen in Czecho- 
Slovakia) but tolerated his show which, I gently reminded him, was 
based on lies, deception, and fraud, and was the most outrageous 
entertainment I had ever seen. He admitted the soft impeachment. 
He said his helpers entered into the spirit of the thing. I asked him 
if they never talked to their friends about their part of the performance. 
“They do,” he replied, “ but the people in the Tyrol are very simple, 
and notice nothing wrong.” I replied that after my experience at his 
entertainment, I did not consider the Tyrolese particularly unsophis- 
ticated! I asked him to explain the mystery of the blue-eyed Theresa’s 
letter, and whether it had been first opened and the contents read. He 
replied that the letter had not been opened (thus confirming my judg- 
ment), but Theresa had been expecting a letter from her girl friend 
(who had stayed with her the previous week-end), employed at an office 
in Salzburg, and she guessed the purport of it without opening it. 
The letter had arrived, as I thought it should have done, by the first 
delivery on the morning of the “ test,” and Theresa herself suggested 
it as a good “ experiment.” I again told my friend that I failed to 
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see where the “ simplicity ” of the Tyrolese came in, and that my faith 
in innocent blue eyes had been shattered forever! Especially when 
accompanied by flaxen hair. 

My friend informed me that he was born in Prague; had travelled 
widely, and had spent six years in the United States, where he had ac- 
quired the modus operandi of “ putting over” (his own term) the 
second-sight act. He had seen Bert Reese, and failed to catch him 
in any deception. There were many mediums in Czecho-Slovakia, and 
he had seen some “ real miracles *” there. He would not tell me his 
name. “My real name is of no interest to you, and I have almost 
forgotten it,” he said, “and my stage name I change as often as my 
clothes. One week we are Tyrolean peasants; the next, Hungarian 
gypsies ; then Russian refugees, and so on 





according to where we are 
playing. I make about twenty dollars per week profit, and like the 
life.’ I asked him a last question: “ Do any of your assistants ever 
let you down?” “ Never,” he replied. I then told him I thought he 
must have some extraordinary secret by which he gained the confidence 
and good-will of his amateur helpers; some subtle power by means of 
which he could divert respectable schoolmasters from the straight and 
narrow path. ‘ No” he replied in his best American-German, “ it is 
done “ mit Freundlichkeit und fret Bier.” Certainly, there was nothing 
ambiguous about the beer! 


ANIMISM, SPIRITISM, AND SPIRITUALISM 
BY STANLEY DE BRATH, M. INST. C. E. (LONDON) 


Two books have recently appeared which mark, or even constitute, 
a change almost amounting to a new departure in the relative position 
of these subjects and the attitude of the public at large towards them. 
Professor Driesch’s Crisis in Psychology is of course well known in the 
United States, and he has been elected President of the British S. P. R. 
for the current year. M. René Sudre’s Introduction & la Métapsy- 
chique Humaine’ is only just published. M. Sudre is the editor of the 
Revue Métapsychique, the organ of the Paris International Institute, 
and is well known as a prominent figure at the metapsychic Congresses, 
and for his philosophical treatment of these matters. 


a 


1 Payot. Paris. 1926. 25fr. 
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Both books should help to end the campaign of skepticism based 
on supposed fraud in the case of phenomena examined by men of science. 
M. Sudre goes so far as to say in his preface that skeptics are those 
who have never seen a genuine phenomenon; and that out of all those 
scientists who have studied the phenomena seriously, there is not one 
who has found them illusions. It is unnecessary here to repeat the list 
of such scientists which I gave in my article in the September (1925) 
Journal. He dismisses conscious fraud with the just remark, that with 
the precautions taken by every competent experimentalist, conscious 
fraud can be eliminated from discussion; and “ unconscious fraud ”’ is 
only confusion, in the subconscious mind of the medium, between normal 
and abnormal means of reaching the intended result. Full recognition 
is given to the necessity for a calm mental and moral environment in 
experimentation: all detective tricks are both useless and pernicious. 
Practically all the supernormal facts are admitted to be genuine,” both 
in the physical and psychological categories of the subject-matter, and 
no attempt is made to discredit those which are difficult to explain. The 
book merits close study by all who are interested in the scientific aspect 
of the supernormal facts. It sketches with remarkable clarity from 
the scientific point of view, every class of these facts, and colligates 
them under a definite theory, which, as it represents the general con- 
sensus of two metapsychic Congresses, indicates the line which meta- 
psychic science may be expected to take in the immediate future. The 
skepticism towards facts reported by reliable observers which has 
hitherto compelled reiteration of the evidence, has entirely disappeared. 

For those facts there are two explanations—(1) the animistic, 
which refers them in their entirety to faculties and powers of incarnate 
personalities, and (2) the spiritistic, which requires the collaboration 
of the discarnate, or at any rate of external “ intelligent forces.” M. 
Sudre is an uncompromising supporter of the former. He says in his 
preface: 

“ The aversion of official science to our studies results largely from 
the absence of connected theory. The only doctrine to which psychical 
research has given rise is spiritism. Spiritism has been judged, and well 
judged, for fifty years past. We have had to re-open the case because 
of new data, worthy of consideration but not such as to lead us to 
modify the verdict of psychologists—whether Janet, Flournoy, or 





2 This of course does not imply that all alleged instances are genuine. Frau- 
dulent phenomena are usually done, (1) by persons who pretend to powers they 
do not possess, and impose on the credulous for money; and, (2) by those who 
have weak powers and supplement them by trickery; and (3) by real but unedu- 
cated mediums who cannot realize the heinousness of simulating results which they 
know to be occasionally genuine.—S. De B. 
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William James. We may agree that spiritism is a convenient hypothe- 
sis and consolatory to a large number of persons who have an over- 
weening estimate of their personality. Its great fault is that it is an 
indolent hypothesis: it explains everything in advance, rules and ex- 
ceptions alike, and leaves nothing to be discovered. We need something 
more fruitful and therefore more true. Above all we need a hypothesis 
less falsified by moral considerations, by anxiety as to good and evil, 
and by the needs of the heart.” 


I shall not join issue on this statement of the case, but will merely 
remark that the author objects to the term “ spiritualism,” and uses 
only “ spiritism.’”* In this he is perfectly correct from the scientific 
point of view. Each science verifies specific facts altogether apart from 
moral or other considerations, compares and analyses them, and en- 
deavors to reach their causes. ‘Those causes may or may not involve 
discarnate intelligences, but in either case the proofs are self-contained. 
The facts of chemistry, physics, astronomy,—all the exact sciences— 
are studied in this manner, and prima facie there would seem to be no 
reason for treating the supernormal facts otherwise. 


“ Spiritualism ” on the other hand is, per se and necessarily, a 
philosophical term rather than a scientific one; for, in accordance with 
the general instinct of mankind, it links the phenomena with which it 
is specially concerned to other data, biological, evolutionary, historical, 
and religious, and, more especially, with the ethical perceptions which 
are guides to conduct. This explains why, in Anglo-Saxon countries, 
“spiritualism,” even in its crudest forms, has been preferred to 
“spiritism ” as its enemies try to label it. The practical influence of 
the new facts on religion and conduct is felt altogether to outweigh 
the question how these facts can be accounted for. If they are merely 
abnormal happenings to be explained by new theories, they would excite 
no more passionate interest than does molecular physics. The strength 
of spiritualism is that it offers solutions to the perennial questions on 
the purpose of human life and its destiny, which accord with the highest 
intuitions of mankind and with past phases of religious evolution. It 
is a philosophy of life that all can understand, and it takes high or 
low forms according to the minds that deal with it. 

But as M. Sudre’s book does not deal with those aspects, but only 
with accounting for the supernormal facts by latent human faculties 


and powers, all this is of the nature of a digression. We are dealing 






’ There is a certain confusion here which needs clearing up. In France the term 
spiritisme connotes Allan Kardec’s spiritualistic doctrine which rests entirely on his 
acceptance of automatic writings claiming to be by venerated names. Its foundation 
is therefore spiritist, though its teaching is philosophical —S. De B. 
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with “ spiritism ” as a scientific theory, not with “ spiritualism,” which 
‘an therefore be set aside for the present. 

After a brief sketch of the development of metapsychic science from 
Mesmer to Richet, the author takes as his point of departure the Reso- 
lution of the Metapsychic Congress (Warsaw 1923) which severs the 
subject from spiritism, and states that survival cannot be considered 
demonstrated. He defines the new science as “the study of certain 
abnormal powers of the individual mind considered in its conscious and 
subconscious activities and its relations with other minds and with 
matter”; and (p. 50) he adds: “To avoid even the shadow of a 
hypothesis, we accept Richet’s definition with a small modification: 
Metapsychies is the science which has for its object physical and psy- 
chological phenomena due to forces that seem intelligent or to unknown 
faculties of the mind.” It will be at once perceived that the former 
definition either (1) limits the science to abnormal powers of the per- 
sonality; or (2), binds it to the hypothesis that all facts can be so 
explained: the latter leaves open the possible existence of unseen intelli- 
gent forces apart from abnormal mental powers. 

The leading principle adopted is “ ideoplasticity ’—amenability to 
the representation of ideas—in four varieties: (1) the ideoplasticity of 
the psychic being (psychisme) itself i. e., the faculty of creating by 
dissociation temporary personalities; (2) the ideoplasticity of matter, 
the faculty of transforming or molding matter; (3) the ideoplasticity 
of energy—the faculty of transforming or emitting energy; and (4) 
the faculty of psycho-cognition—perceiving things imperceptible by 
the normal senses. By these four, M. Sudre claims, all known phenom- 
ena can be explained. The spontaneous and pathological phenomena 
of multiple personalities; of hypnotically suggested pseudo-personal- 
ities; of automatic writing and speaking, “ controls,” and the like, are 
all grouped under one head—prosopopesis—meaning the assumption 
of a mask; and are then referred to the disaggregation of the activities 
which, when conjoined, make up the normal personality. 

The grounds of this theory are, briefly, that the artificially sug- 
gested hypnotic personalities closely resemble “ controls,” that trance 
is a hypnotic state, and that every class of phenomena can be traced 
from small beginnings up to complete manifestations. In the case of 


Eva C., for instance, materializations began with ectoplasmic clouds and 
patches, half-formed fingers and hands, and went on to perfect forms 
and faces. Psycho-cognition extends from elementary perceptions of 
events and character, and psychometry with many errors, up to such 
perfect powers of penetration as have been observed with Ossowiecki, 
Kahn, and Bert Reese. Automatic writing begins with scribbles and 
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goes on through more and more complete stages to such factitious 
personalities as those of the Imperator group. These factitious per- 
sonalities present a semblance, or mask, of reality, but are built up 
partly by dissociation of the sensitive’s personality and partly by his 
psycho-cognition. Every grade from the lowest to the highest can be 
accounted for by the interplay of the four faculties of the subconscious 
above-mentioned. 

“The faculty of ideoplasticity explains how prosopopesis can ulti- 
mate in a material creation having all the traits of the mind that it 
mimics. A person gifted with the teleplastic faculty has no more 
difficulty in reproducing the phantom of a deceased person whose 
memory he has captured,* than in reproducing that of a living person 
such as President Poincaré, or in materializing a portrait that he has 
admired in a museum.” 

It is a great step forward that the genuineness of many phenomena 
hitherto contested is admitted: for instance, Liébeault’s case in which 
the auto-suggestion produced by Mme. Lenormand’s prediction of 
death was neutralized by a completely successful counter-suggestion, 
which did not however prevent the death’s taking place at the time 
predicted (p. 177): Reichenbach’s experiments with magnetic 
“effluvia”’: photography of human emanations (p. 208): loss of 
weight during materialization (p. 217): telekinetic phenomena, in- 
cluding Ochorowicz’s experiment of stopping and starting the pendulum 
of a clock fixed to the wall without opening its case (p. 236): Zéllner’s 
experiments with Slade (p. 261) : deviation of the compass-needle ; and, 
most curious of all, the creation in an unmagnetized knitting-needle of 
an isolated south pole without any complementary north pole (p. 252) : 
apports: breaking up of matter: materialization of animal forms (p. 
276): photographic portraits and writings (p. 289): hauntings: all 
these are definitely admitted and connected with ideoplasticity of 
matter, of energy, and of mind. It is admitted also (p. 413) that 
“pure memory ” persists (i. e. apparently memory without any organ- 
ism or vehicle); and also (p. 285) that to attempt to photograph 
materializations without consent of the factitious secondary personal- 
ities is disastrous. It is even stated that in order to stimulate these 
personalities to action, they are often permitted to work the magnesium 
flash by their own telekinetic movement of the electric switch (p. 285). 

Nevertheless they are but pseudo-spirits projected from the minds 
of medium and sitters, the medium providing the ectoplasm (visible or 
invisible), and the experimental group the ideas, which are simulacra 
of memories. That the hands dipping into the paraffin are sometimes 


_——. 


* My italics: The precise meaning of this is not clear to me.—S. De B. 
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luminous,’ is due to ideoplastic energy. No limits can be placed to 
subconscious knowledge, neither of distance, nor of past or future time, 
nor of cerebral action. 

So it would seem that the theory claims that the mental action 
which is a function (in the mathematical sense of the word) of the 
mentalities of the group experimenting, can create factitious and 
temporary personalities which can speak, can will, and can act. They 
‘an, when materialized, be photographed, and act in all respects as 
living beings for the time, contradicting, directing procedure and 
carrying it out. This ideoplasticity can produce photographic por- 
traits of deceased persons. It can precipitate written messages on the 
photographic plate in the handwriting of the alleged sender, telling 
experimenters what to do, and giving promises that are fulfilled when 
the directions are observed and not otherwise. It can reproduce unex: 
pected friends, and even strangers whom the medium has never met 
and of whom the sitters are not thinking, and these simulacra are able to 
speak in clear tones, often in foreign languages that the medium does 
not know, and to give information new to the sitter, with intimate per- 
sonal details. ‘They can oppose and refute arguments, as in Stainton 
Moses’ case, and can show a high morality which only breaks down when 
these simulacra actually claim to be the persons they represent. Then 
they are always lying, constrained thereto by the imaginations that 
created them. 

In fine, granting only that the human mind has the necessary power 
over matter and energy and other minds, and is liable to dissociation, 
the theory covers certain instances of the phenomena mentioned above. 
Does it cover all cases? Does it cover such a case as that quoted by 
Sir A. Conan Doyle :* 

** By the kindness of those fearless pioneers of the movement, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hewat McKenzie, I am allowed to publish another example 
of spirit-photography ... The visit of the parents to Crewe was 
unproductive . . . Returning to London disappointed, they managed, 
through the mediumship of Mrs. Leonard, to get into touch with their 
boy, and asked him why they had failed. He replied that the conditions 
had been bad, but that he had actually succeeded some days later, in 
getting on the plate of Lady Glenconner, who had been to Crewe on a 
similar errand. The parents communicated with this lady, who replied, 
saying that she had found the image of a stranger upon her plate. On 
receiving a print, they at once recognized their son, and could even see 
that as a proof of identity, he had reproduced the bullet-wound on his 





5 Geley: Ectoplasmie et Clairvoyance, p. 257. 
6 The Vital Message; p. 229. 
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left temple . . . . . The opinion of a miniature painter who had done 
a picture of the young soldier is worth recording as evidence of identity. 
The artist says, ‘ After painting the miniature of your son Will, I feel 
I know every turn of his face, and am quite convinced of the likeness 
of the psychic photograph. All the modelling of the brow, nose, and 
eyes, is marked by illness—especially is the mouth slightly contracted 
—but this does not interfere with the real form. The way the hair 
grows on the brow and temple is noticeably like the photograph taken 
before he was wounded.’ ” 

In this case all the conditions of ideoplasticity—an excellent 
medium and the intention of the parents—were present, but without 
result; whereas with Lady Glenconner, who, like the medium, had never 
seen Lieut. McKenzie, his portrait appeared. Whose was the will that 
acted teleplastically? Again in my own case: by an unseen friend from 
whom I have many messages through a private automatist in my own 
family, I was promised a portrait of herself. I went with Dr. Geley to 
Crewe at his request for purely scientific experiment, taking our own 
plates. On one of them appeared the message “ Bonjour vous étes le 
bienvenu,” on another the portrait of the lady. I can certify that I 
was not expecting it, being entirely taken up with close supervision of 
the process, of whose supernormality I was not at all certain at that 
time. Whose will gave the greeting in a tongue unknown to the 
medium? That my quite unconscious and latent wish shaped the image 
is more than I can believe. 

Again, does the theory cover the cases testified to by Mr. Dennis 
Bradley and his numerous witnesses that these personalities were pro- 
duced in rapid succession, crowding on one another and alternating in 
intimate conversations? Does it cover the cases of visions of the dying, 
which, as Professor Bozzano points out, are always of deceased rela- 
tives, and never hallucinations of the presence of the living however 
ardently desired? Does it cover such cases as that of Daisy Dryden’ 
which I have quoted in my recent book Psychical Research, Science and 
Religion as the most perfect and best substantiated of these cases? 

Is it not straining the theory to suppose that these factitious per- 
sonalities whose mentality is, er hypothesi, created by the sitters, can 
precipitate writing, or write, on the photographic plate, directions and 
information quite foreign to the ideas of those present? 

The theory will afford much satisfaction to those who, like David 
Brewster, say, “ Spirit is the last thing I will give in to,” but it will 
seem to others that the animistic theory requires the support of the 
spiritistie even within the strict limits of metapsychic science. 


ee 


‘Journal, A. S. P. R. June 1918. 
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The proofs of ideoplastic faculty certainly show that there actually 
is such a power. “ Spirit-messages ” have often stated, that on their 
plane of existence thought can create forms; and this may be com- 
mended to the attention of those who insist that nothing scientifically 
new has ever been revealed in this way. 

It is a legitimate question too, whether the very existence of facul- 
ties independent of time and space and of normal cerebral action is 
not meaningless apart from survival. As foregleams of a new evolution- 
ary phase they are at least much more understandable than as sporadic 
powers of the mind. M. Sudre does not deny survival in a certain 
remote sense. He says: (p. 413) 

* We admit survival of pure memory; but even supposing it not to 
be a mere inert resevoir, but that it retains a dynamic residue, this 
memory cannot constitute a real personality. Deprived of its physical 
support, it can only form a phantom which perchance is dissociated 
and effaced. To reconstitute it a living organism is required, a meta- 
psychic subject. 

* The essential thing is thoroughly to understand that in the domain 
of life as in the domain of mind, there are only more or less stable 
unities capable of dissociation to form new unities. The metaphor of 
the drop of mercury dividing into globules is that which best represents 
the creative activity in Nature. Why should she be so interested in 
multiplying individuals if they should be immortal?” 

To form a judgment how the facts admitted and the theory by 
which they are explained affect philosophic spiritualism, it must be 
borne in mind that M. Sudre is writing from the point of view of 
increasing knowledge. Spiritistic and animistic theories are matter 
for science. Spiritualism is a matter of philosophy. We may leave 
experimentation to establish all it can: whatever positive results are 
proven will be so much more material for philosophy to link up with 
ethical, historical, and religious facts, and to be applied to the practical 
conduct of life. Intelligent spiritualists do not believe in survival 
because they have an overweening sense of the importance of their 
transitory personalities,* but because the facts suggest this inference 
to common-sense ; because it gives a meaning to earth-life; and because 





8It is often alleged that belief in survival comes from a general wish to survive, 
causing a bias in favor of such evidence as seems to support that idea. This is 
very questionable. Mr. Bradlaugh’s statements to working-class audiences, that 
there is no future life, so that a man can do what he will, without hope as without 
fear, were received with cheers and “shouts of joy.” Rejection of survival along 
with all other religious ideas is characteristic of Bolsheviks and revolutionaries 
generally: it is known by its fruits. Personally, if I knew for certain that annihila- 
tion awaits me, I should escape the infirmities of age at once with a sponge soaked 
in chloroform, and go quietly to sleep—S. De B. 
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the results of obedience or disobedience to the law of the Spirit mani- 
fest an ethical principle inseparable from cosmic and personal evolution. 

Whether the phenomena prove survival or not, and personally I 
cannot imagine survival of memory without some ethereal vehicle, they 
certainly prove the reality of intelligence which is not that of the brain. 
And when we see the same ideoplasticity of matter to mind on the vast 
scale of nature in which every unit of every species follows its specific 
directing idea, we perceive also that this gives the magic touch of 
reality to all the allegories under which creative action has been brought 
down to human understanding, and reveals an ideoplastic law on a far 
grander scale than in any of our little “ supernormal phenomena.” 

The mind that directs this creative power also directs moral evolu- 
tion. A. R. Wallace’s demonstration that evolution has a purpose—the 
development of a being possessed of sufficient spirituality to be fit to 
survive death, is in agreement with every other fact that we know. It 
is quite possible, as Leibnitz thought, that minds are composed of 
monads, and that these coalesce till a personality sufficiently evolved 
is built up. It is quite conceivable that the broad way of entirely 
sensuous life may lead to destruction of the personality by its not 
having sufficient spirituality to survive permanently. We do not know. 

Nor are spiritualists greatly concerned with increase of knowledge, 
for the present perilous state of civilization is due to the fact that 
knowledge has far outstripped moral development. The exhortations 
to commonplace morality that seem “ mawkish homilies ” to scientific 
minds, are much more appropriate to the needs of the world than fresh 
lights in science. We welcome additions to positive knowledge; but 
much more important is the conviction that there awaits us a future 
in which we reap as we have sown. “Survival” moreover, is not 
“immortality,” as spiritualists have often pointed out. It is even 
probable that future persistence may depend on our following the 
evolutionary law of the Divine Spirit which promises immortality only 
to those who observe its conditions and subserve the progress of 
the race. 

A homely anecdote may not be out of place. The husband of a 
certain charwoman was going to a Salvation Army meeting “ to pray 
that all his sins might be washed away.” With wifely candor, she 
warned him, “‘ That ain’t a prayer to be prayed careless-like; if all 
your sins was washed away ther mightn’t be much of you left.” It 
may be the case of many of us. As I close this article there come to 
me two memories. One is the true story of a.very poor and crippled 
Italian woman who cheerfully spent on a sister’s sick child, the whole 
of a year’s savings, gathered penny by penny in a hard life in a city, 
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for her one pleasure in life—a yearly change to the country—thinking 
her self-sacrifice a mere matter of course. The other is in the splendid 
imagery of Isaiah on the descent of the spirit of the King of Babylon, 
which may be more than a poetic vision: “ Sheol from beneath is moved 
for thee to meet thee at the coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, 
even the chief ones of the earth . .. All they shall answer and say 
unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? Art thou become like 
unto us? How art thou fallen from heaven, O day star, son of the 
morning! How art thou cut down to the ground which didst lay low 
the nations! They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, they 
shall consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the world as wilderness 
and overthrew the cities thereof; that let not loose his prisoners to 
their home?” 

Of the other, the narrator says: “ Ah well, there are many Lucias 
in this world, hiding beautiful souls beneath ugly exteriors and leading 
unselfish and noble lives in quiet, sunless corners of the earth. But if, 
as I believe, the duty of man to man is to bring more beauty into the 
world, whether it be the beauty of song or painting or architecture, or 
the beauty of love and self-sacrifice and sweet unselfish help, Lucia, 
by her patient unresenting acceptance of hard conditions, her cheerful 
activity, her self-forgetting admiration of those more fortunate than 
she is, will not have lived in vain, even if this life were all—but it is 
not... .. For there will come a sure day when the brave and 
beautiful spirit, obscured no longer, will rise from the crippled body 
which is its envelope, and, growing above the encumbering earth of 
pain and poverty, will expand into the perfect flower, and stand, not 
only lovable but lovely, in the fadeless light of God.” 

Faith? Possibly: but faith in a rational universe of cause and effect, 
in which the faculties, sporadic and supernormal here, are there the 
means whereby all character is naked and open, where each is seen 
exactly as he is without a shred of disguise, the inwardly beautiful as 
outwardly beautiful, and the inwardly vile as outwardly vile; where the 
outward is as the inward, and where each has the qualities he has 
earned. Not by judicial sentence, but by strict consequence, do the 
deformed in mind prefer the outer darkness to the piercing ray, and in 
that darkness there gather the unclean, the tyrannical, whether kings 
or communists, the murderers and despoilers, and all that loveth or 
maketh a lie. And in all the messages that come to us from the unseen 
it is insisted on everywhere and in every land, that forms of theological 
belief or unbelief are of no effect: the law of spiritual consequence 
produces its unerring results. 








de 


de 
Si 





Ke 
he 


Ww 


to 
SS 


to 


or 
1A, 
ful 
an 
is 
ind 
dy 

of 


not 


ect, 
the 
een 
| as 
the 
has 
the 
d in 
ings 
1 or 
seen 


rical 


ence 











INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


* Before beginning, and without an end, 
As space eternal and as surety sure, 
Is fixed a Power divine which moves to good, 
Only its laws endure. 


It knows not wrath nor pardon; utter-true 

Its measures mete, its faultless balance weighs ; 
Times are as nought, to-morrow it will judge, 

Or, after many days.—[Epwin Arno cp. ] 


INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


BY HARRY PRICE 


Foreign Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 


As I write these Notes we are rapidly approaching Mid-Lent Sun- 
day (March 14th) or “ Mothering Sunday ” as it is still called in many 
parts of rural England, In Shrewsbury especially (and to a lesser 
degree in Coventry, Devizes, and Bury in Lancashire) Mothering 
Sunday is an institution honered by young and old, and it is considered 
extremely unlucky to neglect to make the customary presents due to 
one’s friends on this occasion. A young man or maiden who has duti- 
fully followed the time-honored custom is considered to be immune from 
all troubles 





especially those peculiar to lovers—during the ensuing 
year, The gifts must be presented before noon or the donor will always 
be late during the following twelve months. Many other superstitions 
are connected with this day. 

A Mothering or Mid-Lent Sunday offering consists usually of rich, 
sweet cakes, stuffed with plums, etc., and ornamented with scallops. 
These presents originated in the Roman Catholics visiting their mother- 
church, and making their offerings at the High Altar. ‘Thence arose 
the dutiful custom of visiting parents on this day, therefore called 
Mothering Sunday, when the children were treated with a regale of 
excellent frumenty, or they presented their mother with a sum of 
money, a trinket, ete. On the following Sunday, preceding Palm Sun- 
day, fried peas or “ carlings ” are eaten in the North of England. 

An old superstition in Shropshire has it that if a young girl makes 
her gift-cake. (known as a “ Simnel ”) with her own hands, alone, be- 
tween 12 and 1 a. mM. on Mothering Sunday, her future husband will 
“materialize * beside her in the kitchen, and will be plainly visible. I 
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have heard several old Shropshire women declare they first saw their 
husbands “ psychically ” years before they met them in the flesh. One 
old dame, who had been married three times, informed me she had seen 
all her future spouses during the performance of the ritual associated 
with the making of the Simnel cake. 


* * * * * 


There have recently been some important changes in the periodical 
psychic literature of Germany. The old-established Psychische Studien 
has been re-named the Zeitschrift fiir Parapsychologie, and is still 
under the able editorship of Dr. Paul Siinner. Not only has this 
monthly changed its name, but the published matter and articles are 
assuming a more scientific aspect. Psychical researchers on the Con- 
tinent are more than ever realizing the fact that it is only by scientific 
means that any progress can be made. 

We have in Der Okkultismus a new psychic illustrated monthly 
(price 1 mk.) which deals with every phase of the occult, ancient and 
modern. Dr. Rudolf Tischner, of Munich, is the editor, and the period- 
ical appears to be having an extensive sale. A new quarterly magazine, 
the Zeitschrift fiir Kritischen Okkultismus und Grenzfragen des 
Seelenlebens has also made its appearance (in Stuttgart) under the 
supervision of Dr. Baerwald, of Berlin. This new periodical, which is 
of a highly critical nature, sets out to cleanse the Augean stables of 
spiritualism and popular occultism and, from the editorial remarks, 
one gathers that it will not be particularly gentle in the way the 
“ disinfecting ” is done. The policy of the promoters of this new 
magazine—which is published at 20 mks. annually—appears to be to 
review and criticize the work of active researchers and experimenters. 
The idea of a hypercritical psychic magazine came originally from 


Dr. A. Hellwig, of Potsdam. 


* * * * * 


How the body of a drowned man was found by means of astrology 
was revealed at an inquest held at Burnley (Lancs.) recently. Edward 
Whitehead, aged 63, disappeared, and a married daughter applied to 
a London astrologer for assistance in the elucidation of the mystery. 
The astrologer sent precise instructions which the daughter followed, 
the result being that the man’s body was found in the local river 
at the exact spot indicated by the astrologer. The case is fully 
authenticated and documented, and the coroner, in remarking that 
it was “ very extraordinary ” thought it was due only to the “ long arm 
of coincidence.” 
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The finding of dead bodies by means which appear abnormal was 
demonstrated to a correspondent of the Daily News who relates the 
following interesting account in the issue of February 15th, 1926: 

Mr. H. G. Bruton, of this village [Cowley, Oxford], who practices 
the ancient and mysterious art of water divining, finds that he is also 
able to detect the presence of a dead body. 

He gave me an interesting, though perhaps somewhat grisly, demon- 
stration of his powers yesterday. A divining rod behaved in the most 
extraordinary way when held by him over a grave in a local cemetery. 

The rod—a two-foot jointed steel rule—was snapped into two 
pieces during the experiment. 

Standing by the side of a grave, holding the ends of the rule, Mr. 
Bruton suddenly stooped down, while the solid steel in his hands 
appeared to quiver and bend as if dragged down by some strong power. 
Mr. Bruton then knelt on the ground, and seemed to have great diffi- 
culty in keeping hold of the rule, which constantly twisted and bent. 
Eventually there was a snap and one end of the rule fell to the ground. 

During the demonstration Mr. Bruton gave the impression of 
struggling with some unseen power. He was panting and exhausted 
at the end. 

“T am confident,” he told me, “ that I could always discover a body 
that had been buried by a murderer. Probably within about 25 yards 
I feel the pull, and could then walk straight to it. The discovery of 
the body buried by Crippen would have been a simple matter.” 

Mr. Bruton is quite willing to demonstrate his powers to anyone 
seriously interested. He is anxious to be enlightened on the scientific 
explanation of what he describes as his “ gift,” which is to him a 
complete mystery. 

+ * + * + 


Kapitan J. Kogelnik, of Braunau-am-Inn, Austria, sends me the 
following curious report (communicated by Professor Dr. Walter, of 
Graz) which is taken from Die weisse Fahne (a German paper) of 
February Ist. 

“The occultists of Graz are deeply impressed with the strange 
occurrences which are happening there at the present time. It is still 
fresh in the memory of the public how, about two years ago, Frau 
Silbert, the well-known medium, was attacked by various critics of her 
phenomena—attacks which in our opinion were reckless and unjustified. 
And now we are witnessing, with increasing amazement, how Fate ap- 
pears to play the réle of avenger, as all of Frau Silbert’s detractors, 
who have so deeply injured this medium, have, one by one, been visited 
by stern retribution. 
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“The editor of the paper who launched the attack is now ‘ econom- 
ically ruined,’ and had to leave Graz. 


“The second principal adversary died a few months ago. 


“The third, who had communicated false information about Frau 
Silbert to the Press has lost a very profitable and respected position. 


“The fourth, who had been active in the famous ‘ toy torpedo’ 
story, has been dogged by misfortune, and already deeply regrets that 
he ever had anything to do with this plot. 

* And at the time of writing, the hand of Fate has grasped the fifth 
member of the famous ‘ exposure,’ who has just gone bankrupt and has 
lost all his fortune.” 

Kapitan Kogelnik assures me that the above particulars are in the 
strictest accordance with facts. I will not give the names of the un- 
fortunate persons (all of whom are mentioned in Der Physikalische 
Mediumismus, (recently published in Berlin), but the reader will admit 
that this story “ points a moral and adorns a tale” which should not 
be lost on the carping critic! 


* * * * * 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle writes me that his “ History of Spiritual- 
ism” will be published by Cassell’s about the third week in May. The 
Doran Co., will handle the book in America. The work commences 
with Swedenborg and then traces the subject through Edward Irving, 
the Shakers, Andrew Jackson Davis, the Fox sisters, the Davenports, 
Home, Slade, and all the modern mediums down to the present day. 
Sir Arthur has a chapter on the mediums with whom he has personally 
sat. He concludes his letter: “I also treat the religious implications, 
which indeed is the only side which really interests me.” Hutchinson’s 
have already published Sir Arthur’s Spiritualistic novel, “ The Land 
of Mist,” which appeared orginally in the Strand Magazine. 


* * * * * 


The second lecture held under the auspices of the National Labora- 
tory of Psychical Research was given on March 2nd at the lecture hall 
at the Laboratory, and the room was filled to capacity. Mr. A. E. 
Mundy, M.I.E.E., a member of the Council, gave a most interesting 
talk on “ Light and Color, Visible and Invisible,” illustrated by means 
of lantern slides and many experiments. The quartz mercury-vapor 
lamp from the Laboratory had been installed in the lecture hall and 
for an hour the audience were entertained by a demonstration of the 
wonders of ultraviolet rays and their effect on various substances. 
Mr. Mundy exhibited a dicyanin screen, by means of which the late 
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Dr. Walter J. Kilner demonstrated his claim that the human aura 
could be seen under certain conditions.’ 
* * + > * 

Punch for January 27th 1926, had some most amusing lines by 
“Evoe” on Mr. Clive Maskelyne’s inability to detect the modus 
operandi of the phenomena produced by Frau Silbert at a séance which 
he attended. The following is an extract: 

The conjurer has a sad air; 

His forehead is lined with care. .... 

I said to the conjurer, 

‘“ Sir, 

Has it ever struck you that you are now a back number, 

And all this lumber [his impedimenta | 

Is a relic of the bygone Victorian age, 

Of Darwin and Huxley and that lot; 

An age 

When everything that the world contained 

Was easily explained, 

And magic was nothing but spoof 

Only fit to deceive little children 

Under a hospitable roof? 

But now, 

In Bayswater, Hammersmith and Knightsbridge, 
Surbiton, Brixton, Notting Hill, 

There are hundreds who thrill 

Behind fast-locked doors 

To an older and more wonderful magic than yours, 
Red lights and a trumpet there, the medium entranced, 
The darkness, the contact, the taps, 

And lo! 

From the table legs 

Come eggs ; 

And out of the air, 

Unpalmed, the watches have passed to the maiden’s hair 
I, knowing nothing of séances, 

Yet nowise rejecting the powers 

Of wizards to-day in this wonderful world of ours, 
And wholly unable to tell 

If the future of magic 


“ot ae i ay 


Is comic or tragic, 





_1See The Human Atmosphere, by Walter J. Kilner, London, Kegan Paul, (New 
York, E. P. Dutton) 1920. 
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O conjurer, wish you exceedingly well! 
And I grieve 
At your sad and your woebegone air 
And your forehead so furrowed with care . 
+ * + * - 

Speaking of conjurers reminds me that I lectured before the 
Magicians’ Club, London, (of which Houdini is President) on February 
24th last. My subject was “ Magicians versus Psychical Researchers ” 
and I illustrated my talk by means of about 60 lantern slides of Stella 
C., “ Margery,” Willy Schneider, etc., and their phenomena. After 
minutely describing the manifestations and the conditions under which 
they were obtained I suggested that the magicians among my audience 
should tell me “ how it is done” by normal means. But I did not get 
a single reply to my request for “ explanations ” of the phenomena, the 
account of which deeply impressed them. Most of my audience seemed 
surprised at the fact that the original Maskelyne was a firm believer 
in both physical and mental phenomena, and I gave chapter and verse 
proving my statements. All the Maskelynes have received a great 
deal of cheap publicity on account of their antagonism 
real—to psychic phenomena. 


assumed or 





* * * 





* 





* 


M. René Sudre’s last book, Introduction a@ la Métapsychique 
Humaine is having an extensive sale on the continent, and editions in 
English and German are being called for. It is a book of outstanding 
merit and—as I anticipated—is rapidly becoming a classic. I have 
seen appreciations of the work from Professor Hans Driesch—who will 
supply an Introduction to the German edition—Daniel Berthelot, 
Maurice Maeterlinck, etc., who are loud in their praises of a treatise 
which is of inestimable value to the student of psychical research. On 
March 22nd last, M. Sudre delivered a lecture (“ La Métapsychique et 
lOpinion Scientifique ”) at the Collége de France (under the patronage 
of the Institut Général Psychologique) at which a large number of 
professors and students were present. It is a striking sign of the 
times when a scientific institution like the above welcomes a dissertation 
upon psychical research. 





* * * * 





* 











Rudi Schneider, accompanied by his father, has been visiting Prague 
and has given five séances at which particularly good phenomena were 
witnessed. Willy Schneider is in London at the time of writing. Willy 
is particularly fond of London and good results should accompany 
his visit. 


* * 





* * 
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The experiments with Miss Stella C. at the National Laboratory 
of Psychical Research are proving full of interest, and some excellent 
phenomena are being witnessed. A permanent nucleus for investigation 
has been formed from among the members of the Council, and one or 
two members of the Laboratory are invited to be present at each séance, 
Susan, Countess of Malmesbury, Lord Sands (the President of the 
N. L. P. R.), and other well-known folk interested in psychic matters 
have already sat with Stella. So far, the experimenters have experi- 
enced no actual drop in the temperature during the sittings, but the 
rise in the mercury at the last séance was only 2° Fahr. against a rise 
of 5° at the previous séance, (held under identical conditions, and with 
the temperatures of adjoining rooms the same on both occasions), 
which suggests that a cooling force is at work during the trance state. 
The usual cool breezes have been felt. I am happy to inform my 
readers that Stella now appears to take a much greater interest in 
psychical research than she did when the experiments with her were 
discontinued in 1923. 

* - + - * 

I recently lunched with the Hon. Everard Feilding, so well known 
in psychical research. He has been abroad for many months, but has 
not lost touch with psychic matters. He had just returned from in- 
vestigating a poltergeist case in Berkshire, and was disappointed at 
the absence of phenomena. Most of these alleged poltergeist distur- 
bances are particularly tantalizing in the fact that when one is there 
nothing at all happens, but when one’s back is turned the house is 
immediately the centre of a sort of jazz conducted by the household 
gods. The phenomena are like the evanescent jam during the war— 
plenty yesterday, plenty to-morrow, but none to-day! 

+ - + * 

The poltergeist case referred to above was at Finchampstead, near 
Wokingham, in the home of the village carpenter, named George 
Goswell. The alleged falling of pictures, emptying of boxes, jumping 
of tables, dancing of chairs etc., were the (usual) features of the case. 
The village constable was summoned and he sadly admitted that he was 
baffled. As usual in such cases, there are children in the household. 
No one, apparently, has ever seen anything happen, the occurrences 
always taking place in a room not occupied by the observers. This is 
generally the case in poltergeist disturbances, whether they be genuine 
or merely the mischievous pranks of one of the children usually asso- 
ciated with the family receiving the unwelcome attentions of the 
“geist.” The Press tired of reporting the alleged manifestations at 


Finchampstead, so the “ phenomena ” promptly ceased. 
* * 7 * . 
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The Daily Express for January 27th prints the following: 

Dr. Sigmund Freud, the founder of psycho-analysis, has been “ con- 
verted ” to telepathy, according to news of his most recent deductions 
from dream-analysis which has reached England. 

He is said to have established the reality of thought-transference 
as a function of the human mind, and the publication of his evidence 
to support this view is being eagerly awaited in scientific circles. 

The nature of this evidence is not yet clear, but if Freud’s deduc- 
tions from the facts are substantiated the result will be a revolution 
in thought of the widest significance. 

Whatever the evidence may be, the publication under the name of 
the foremost living psychologist is certain to be the signal for a renewal 
of the “ theological-scientific ” controversy. 

Freud, in his “Introduction to Psycho-Analysis,” distinguishes 
between two kinds of dream symbols. There are those which can be 
traced by a definite linkage in the memory to the past conscious experi- 
ences of the dreamer; there are others which seem to appear “ ready- 
made ” in the dream, and about which the dreamer can give the psycho- 
analyst no information. 

It is suggested that Professor Freud now possesses evidence, derived 
from a long study of the mental habits of individuals, and particularly 


those suffering from various nervous disorders, that this second type 
of unanalysable dream-symbol is due to thought-transference between 
individuals. A new era in mental science may well be opened up when 
his evidence is published. 


* * * * * 


A curious story of how a lion tamer tried simultaneously to hypno- 
tize a lion, snake, and crocodile comes to me from Breslau, the capital 
of Silesia. The man, who called himself “To Rhama” went into a 
cage containing the lion, at the same time carrying the small crocodile 
and the snake. After apparently hypnotizing the snake he turned to 
the lion in order to “ put it to sleep.” As he turned the snake buried 
its fangs in the man’s hand. The man’s shout of pain aroused the lion 
who sprang on him and ripped up his arm, at the same time knocking 
him over. “To Rhama ” was taken to hospital in a serious condition. 


* * * * * 


A singular case of “ sympathetic pain” was related at an inquest 
at Loughborough, Leicester, recently, when a verdict of Suicide while of 
Unsound Mind was returned in connection with the death of Henry 
Jayes, 28, a Loughborough shoe hand, who shot himself. The man’s 
widow said that in the body of their daughter, born after he had been 
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wounded in the back in the war, there was an indentation at the spot 
corresponding to that of the wound. When the father suffered from 


the effects of his wound the child also suffered, and he worried on 
that account. 


* * 






* * * 


How a private circle solved the mystery of the disappearance 
of an aviator during the war, is told in the Morning Post of 
February 15th: 

A remarkable story has been disclosed of a “ spirit ” message which 
it is asserted revealed the fate of an airplane pilot who disappeared 
seven years ago while on a cross-country flight. The mystery which 
surrounded the pilot’s fate was solved recently, and the solution, it is 
claimed, confirmed the spirit message. 

In June, 1919, Captain M. R. James, a Canadian pilot with a 
brilliant war record, wished to compete in an important air race in 
America. He was personally unable to bear the expenses of entering 
a machine for the race, and Mr. W. de Burgh Whyte, who is now 
living in London, offered to help him financially. 

Captain James accepted the offer, entered his machine, a modified 
Sopwith Camel, and won the race. Shortly afterwards, in the same 
machine, he left the airdrome at Boston intending to fly back to 
Atlantic City, On the way he missed his course and landed at Tyring- 
ham, Massachusetts. Here he stayed the night and had his machine 
filled up with petrol. It is probable that motor spirit and not the 
higher grade aviation spirit was used. The next day he set off, and 
was never heard of again. 

Mr. de Burgh Whyte gave instructions for search parties to be 
sent out and inquiries to be made. Several people reported 
having heard an aero-engine, but no absolutely reliable evidence was 
forthcoming. 

By carefully sifting the various statements that were received, it 
was surmised that Captain James had lost his way, flown out over 
the sea, and through engine failure or lack of petrol eventually come 
down far from land and been drowned. This explanation was accepted 
generally and no further developments were expected. 

About a month after Captain James’s disappearance, however, Mrs. 
de Burgh Whyte, with four friends, held a private spiritualistic séance. 
Among the friends were Mr. Thomas Watson, an American business 
man, and his wife. No professional medium was present. 

When interviewed on Saturday Mrs. de Burgh Whyte said that 
at the time she had but small experience in psychic matters. She was 
inclined to regard the whole thing skeptically, but what happened at 
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the séance was so remarkable in the light of subsequent events that she 
could offer no normal explanation for it. 

After the séance had lasted for some time the name of Captain 
James came through, addressed to Mrs. de Burgh Whyte. Then 
followed this extraordinary message: “ Airplane fallen in wood. 
Search woods.” 

Owing to the preconceived notion that Captain Jones had flown out 
to sea, the message was regarded as spurious, and although it caused 
some discussion no further search parties were sent out. 

The startling sequel to this séance occurred during the last few 
days, nearly seven years after Captain James disappeared. 

News was received in London that a man, who had been lost in the 
woods near Pittsfield, had found his way back to a village. He re- 
ported that he had discovered the remains of a crashed airplane in 
the woods, in the Berkshire Hills; Western Massachusetts. The ma- 
chine had evidently been there for many years. There was no trace 
of the skeleton of the pilot. 

The man led a search party back, but, having omitted to memorize 
land marks, he was unable again to find the machine. From questions 
which were put to him the American authorities are satisfied that the 
machine was that flown by Captain James. 

The absence of the skeleton may be explained by the theory that 
Captain James was not killed in the crash and that he attempted to 
drag himself to safety, but collapsed in the attempt. Probably some- 
where in the depths of the forest lie the bones of the missing aviator, 
who was unable to find his way back to civilization. 

* * + + * 

Homs, famous in the Near East for its horses, cotton stuffs and its 
gardens by the Orontes, has held its usual celebration of the return of 
the Pilgrims from the Prophet’s birthplace. Among the crowds that 
gather on these occasions are numbers of Bedouin, Moslem priests or 
** Mullahs,” and Druses who work upon the feelings of the faithful by 
thrusting lances and bodkins into the flesh of side or cheek. The 
London Sphere for February 6th gives a series of interesting photo- 
graphs of these “martyrs ” with light lances and bodkins piercing 
various parts of their anatomy “ without drawing blood.” 

Of course, this “ piercing the flesh” exhibition is a profession in 
the East like juggling and snake-charming, the “ secrets ” of the busi- 
ness being handed down from father to son—like any other trade in 
that part of the world. As a matter of fact, no pain is experienced 
by these fakirs when doing their performance, as the incisions are 
made when the boys are very young, the apertures so made being kept 
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open by small pieces of cedar wood until the wounds are healed. The 
occasional insertion of a piece of the wood during the early years of 
the boy prevents the flesh surrounding the apertures from hardening. 
At puberty the treatment is discontinued, The exhibition of this 
peculiar form of “ martyrdom ” usually takes place in some ill-lighted 
bazaar or café, where the conditions prevent a close scrutiny of the 
“damaged ” features. But no more pain is experienced than would 
be felt by a young girl attaching her earrings. 

This peculiar form of entertainment is not confined to the East as 
I have before me as I write photographs sent to the National Labora- 
tory by Herr Wilhelm Wrchovszky, of Vienna, showing a young 
Austrian, known as the “ white fakir,” with his nose, tongue, eyelids, 
cheeks, ete., pierced through and through with bodkins, hat-pins, 
and similar dangerous-looking pointed instruments. Another fakir, 
“ Thavara Rai,” an Italian by birth, has been drawing large audiences 
in Vienna with his entertainment. Tahara Bey, the Egyptian fakir who 
created something like a sensation in Paris, writes to Herr Wrchovszky 
stating that he is going to New York and then back to London for 


some weeks. 
* * * * * 


The London Daily Mirror is publishing a serial story, The 
Wintringham Mystery, in which a young girl medium, “ Stella V.” 
suddenly disappears during a séance. In connection with the story is 
a competition offering the reader a prize of £500 for the solution of 
the mystery as to how and why Stella disappeared. The author of the 


tale shows a knowledge of séance procedure, and it is quite obvious that 
he has heard of Stella C.! 


* * * - - 

A retired working jeweller of Ealing, Mr. E. M. Sturgess, is in- 
triguing the London Press by his claim that he can displace heavy 
objects (such as heavy weights suspended from a beam), by merely 
“willing” them to move. For some of his experiments it appears 
necessary that his finger should rest on the table supporting the pendu- 
lums. But a Daily Sketch reporter spent three hours with him and the 
following report is published in that paper for February 22nd: 

“ Anticipating any suspicion in my mind that vibration of the table 
might account for the swinging of the weights, he suspended from the 
brass rod three smaller weights, each of them hanging from a separate 
piece of catgut, and he actually set into a strong, swinging motion any 
one of the three weights which I indicated—while he was several feet 


away from them, with apparently no possible means of controlling the 
weights mechanically or electrically.” 
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Another piece of apparatus used by Mr. Sturgess is a large dial 
around which are pasted a pack of playing cards. In the centre of 
the dial is a pointer, freely revolving. Mr. Sturgess asserts that he 
can “ will ” the hand to point to any card the spectator chooses. Other 
instruments used by Mr. Sturgess have the appearance of metronomes 
which, he states, he can operate by merely concentrating his mind upon 
them. I have had several interviews with Mr. Sturgess whose apparatus 
is now deposited at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research 
where he has consented to allow his alleged powers to be scientifically 
tested. The report will be presented to the readers of this Journal in 
due course. Lt. Col. C. L. Peacocke, late of the Royal Artillery, writes 
to the Daily Sketch supporting Mr. Sturgess’s claims. When in India, 
the Colonel states, an old Brahmin taught him how to focus his “ mental 
power ” by means of which he was able eventually to turn a compass 
needle 45 degrees without physical contact. 

* - * * 


Ignazio Torraca, an Italian blacksmith of San Fernando has been 
startling Italy by his uncanny powers of correctly forecasting the 
winning numbers in the great State lottery. 'Torraca, who is 34, short, 
thin, black-haired, with sparkling eyes and olive-colored complexion, 
states that his peculiar “ gift ” is based on a simple mathematical cal- 
culation combined with a system which his father handed to him on his 
death-bed. Like all systems, however, it eventually broke down and 
several million Italian citizens are the poorer by about a hundred 
million lira through backing the numbers “ 33—48 ” which the lottery 
tipster stated would win the big prize. As a matter of fact the winning 
numbers proved to be “ 34—49 ”; near, but not near enough for the 
infuriated backers who went in search of the false prophet. Torraca 


has fled. 


* * * * * 


In certain parts of Germany the authorities, following Austria’s 
lead, are endeavoring to suppress the purely spiritualistic societies. 
In Breslau they have just suppressed a local society, one of whose 


members, a young student, recently committed suicide under strange 
circumstances. 
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